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ROBERT PEAR 
JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Defying 
a veto threat from Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, the 
House on Tuesday passed 
a bill extending a cut in So¬ 
cial Security payroll taxes 
for 160 million Americans 
for another year. But the 
Democratic majority in the 
Senate vowed to reject the 
measure because of ob¬ 
jections to other provisions, 
including one to speed 
construction of an oil pipe¬ 
line from Canada to the 
Gulf Coast. 

The 234-to-193 vote, largely 
along party lines, set the 
stage for negotiations be¬ 
tween the House and the 
Senate likely to continue 
into the weekend. 

The vote was an important 
test for Speaker John A. 
Boehner. 

House Democrats voted 
overwhelmingly against the 
bill, forcing Boehner to rely 
almost exclusively on Re¬ 
publicans, including many 
conservatives who had 
initially expressed doubts 
about the economic value 
of extending the payroll tax 
cut. 

The payroll tax bill, por¬ 
trayed by House Republi¬ 
can leaders as an engine 
of job creation, became 
entangled Tuesday with a 
separate omnibus spend¬ 
ing bill to finance much of 
the government for the re¬ 
mainder of the current fis¬ 
cal year. 

Democrats threatened to 
delay action on the spend¬ 
ing bill to ensure that Re¬ 
publicans would address 
their concerns about the 
Keystone XL pipeline and 
other provisions of the pay¬ 
roll tax measure. 

The pileup of important leg¬ 
islation created a typical 
end-of-the-year muddle 
as lawmakers raced to fin¬ 
ish work and leave town for 
the holidays. 


Continued on next Page 
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House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) prior to voting on legislation 
payroll tax cut, in Washington, Dec. 13, 2011. The House Republican 
^wn payroll taxes and extend unemployment benefits offers a special 
^ion to doctors who invest in hospitals, and also contains languagjpolfuhci the 
controversial Keystone XL Pipeline. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 
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House passes extension of payroll tax cut 



From left: Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-Texas) and House Ma¬ 
jority Whip Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) prior to voting on legislation to extend a payroll tax cut, in 
Washington, Dec. 13, 2011. The House Republican bill to hold down payroll taxes and extend un¬ 
employment benefits offers a special dispensation to doctors who invest in hospitals, and also 
contains language to fund the controversial Keystone XL Pipeline. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 


Continued from front 

Members of both parties 
said the payroll tax cut 
would put money in the 
pockets of consumers, in¬ 
creasing the demand for 
goods and services and 
shoring up a weak econo¬ 
my. 

The bill would extend job¬ 
less benefits for some of the 
unemployed, while reduc¬ 
ing the maximum number 
of weeks of benefits that a 
worker could receive. 

It would also block certain 
air pollution rules for indus¬ 
trial boilers and incinera¬ 
tors; freeze the pay of many 
federal employees through 
2013; increase Medicare 
premiums for affluent ben¬ 
eficiaries; prevent a deep 
cut in Medicare payments 
to doctors; and eliminate 
more than $20 billion of 
spending planned under 
Obama’s new health care 
law. 

Rep. David Dreier, R-Calif., 
said the bill deserved bipar¬ 


tisan support because the 
pipeline “will create 20,000 
to 25,000 jobs immediately 
and reduce dependence 


on Middle Eastern oil while 
increasing cooperation 
with our close neighbor to 
the north, Canada.” 


But Rep. Jim McGovern, 
D-Mass., said the bill was 
“loaded up with goodies 
to mollify the extreme right 


wing that is in charge of 
this House.” And the No. 2 
House Democrat, Rep. Ste- 
ny H. Hoyer of Maryland, 
urged members of his cau¬ 
cus to vote no. 

“This is a partisan bill stick¬ 
ing a finger in the eye of 
those who disagree with 
the policies included, 
simply for the purpose of 
energizing a small political 
base in their party,” Hoyer 
said. 

Republicans “included 
things that clearly are un¬ 
acceptable to the presi¬ 
dent,” like the pipeline, 
Hoyer said. “They know this 
is not going to pass the Sen¬ 
ate.” 

Boehner and the Senate 
Republican leader, Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky, 
said House and Senate 
negotiators had nearly 
reached agreement on 
the omnibus spending bill. 
But, they said, the Senate 
majority leader, Harry Reid, 
D-Nev., was holding it upO 
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Sandusky changes course and waives preliminary hearing 


JERE LONGMAN 
NATE SCHWEBER 
© 2011 New York Time 
BELLEFONTE, Pa. - Accusers 
had undergone the stress 
of preparing to testify pub¬ 
licly what they had kept 
secret for years. A judge 
had been brought in from 
Western Pennsylvania. This 
small town had closed off 
ifs downtown square to 
accommodate parking 
for hundreds of members 
of the news media. 

Grim anticipation had 
built for weeks. And then, 
as Jerry Sandusky, the dis¬ 
graced former Penn State 
football coach, was to 
face some of his accusers 
Tuesday on charges that 
he had sexually abused 
them as boys, Sandusky 
waived his right to a pre¬ 
liminary hearing just as it 
began in a packed court¬ 
room. He is now scheduled 
to be arraigned on Jan. 

11, two weeks before his 
68th birthday. Meanwhile, 
he will remain under 
house arrest and must 
wear an ankle monitor. As 
he left the Centre County 
Courthouse, located 
about 10 miles northeast 
of the Penn State campus, 
Sandusky, who has pro¬ 
fessed his innocence, used 
a football metaphor, shout¬ 
ing to reporters, “We’re go¬ 
ing to stay the course and 
fight for four quarters.” 

But lawyers for one of 
Sandusky's accusers said 
they believed the waiver 
of Tuesday's hearing in¬ 
creased the likelihood of 


a plea arrangement. And 
a law professor who at¬ 
tended the aborted hear¬ 
ing said Joseph Amendola, 
Sandusky’s lawyer, has 
most likely received a sig¬ 
nal from prosecutors that 


they were willing to offer an 
acceptable plea deal. 
Otherwise, waiving the 
hearing and losing a 
chance to cross-examine 
witnesses and perhaps 
establish some inconsis¬ 
tencies in their testimony 
“was a lousy tactic,” by 
Amendola, said Wes Oliver, 
an associate professor of 
law at Widener University 
in Harrisburg, Pa., who at¬ 


tended the hearing. 

Oliver predicted that any 
plea arrangement would 
most likely call for a sen¬ 
tence of 12 to 15 years. 
This would allow accusers 
to avoid having to testify 


publicly about being sexu¬ 
ally molested, Oliver said, 
and given Sandusky's age, 
might amount to a life term 
while also giving him some 
hope of spending his final 
days outside prison. 

E. Marc Costanzo, the se¬ 
nior deputy attorney gen¬ 
eral of Pennsylvania, said 
no plea discussions had 
been held in the case in 
which Sandusky is accused 


of more than 50 counts of 
sexually abusing 10 boys 
over a number of years. 
Sandusky met all of them 
through a nonprofit orga¬ 
nization, the Second Mile, 
that he founded to work 


with disadvantaged chil¬ 
dren. 

In interviews, Sandusky has 
admitted showering and 
wrestling with boys, but he 
said he did so as a mentor 
and considered the boys 
his extended family. He has 
denied abusing them. 
Slade McLaughlin, a lawyer 
for an 18-year-old accuser 
known as Victim 1, also 
said the waived hearing 


seemed to indicate that 
Sandusky was considering 
a plea arrangement. 

“This has to be a situation 
where he’s seriously consid¬ 
ering throwing in the tow¬ 
el,” McLaughlin said. 
Michael Boni, another law¬ 
yer for Victim 1, expressed 
relief that his client and 
10 other witnesses who 
were scheduled to testify 
Tuesday did not have to 
“relive the horrors that they 
experienced.” 

Victim 1 met Sandusky 
when he was 11 or 12, 
prosecutors said, and was 
given gifts like golf clubs, a 
computer and cash;A was 
taken to sporting events; 
and was sexually molested 
in Sandusky’s home over a 
period of months. 

Justice for Victim 1 would 
be best served in a man¬ 
ner that is the least stressful 
for his client, Boni, the law¬ 
yer, said. “That means not 
having to testify,” he said. 
“If a plea deal is struck in 
such a way that justice is 
served, and we all view 
whatever the sentence is 
as a fair sentence, then I 
believe that would be op¬ 
timal for Victim 1.” 

Another accuser, known as 
Victim 4, expressed frustra¬ 
tion in a statement made 
through his lawyer that 
Sandusky waived the hear¬ 
ing at the last minute. 

“This is the most difficult 
time of my life,” Victim 4 
said. “I can't put into words 
how unbearable this has 
been on my life, both physi¬ 
cally and mentally. □ 



Jerry Sandusky, the former Penn State assistant football coach accused of child sexual abuse, and 
his wife, Dottie, arrive at the Centre County Courthouse in Bellefonte, Pa. Sandusky was to face his 
accusers for the first time in a courtroom Tuesday but waived his right to a preliminary hearing in a 
case in which he faces more than 50 counts of child sexual abuse. 

(Jeff Swensen/The New York Times) 
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GOP nominating fight offers democrats 
a welcome distraction 



President Barack Obama speaks at a campaign event at the 
Hyatt Regency hotel in Washington, Dec. 13, 2011. Obama and 
his allies are keenly aware of the challenges on the horizon in his 
re-election bid, but one development entirely out of their control 
is bolstering their spirits: the prospect of a drawn-out Republican 
nominating fight between Mitt Romney and Newt Gingrich. 

(Philip Scott Andrews/The New York Times) 


JEFF ZELENY 

© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama bluntly ac¬ 
knowledged Tuesday that 
winning a second term was 
“not a slam dunk,” but a 
development outside his 
control is bolstering Demo¬ 
cratic spirits: the prospect 
of a drawn-out Republican 
battle between Mitt Rom¬ 
ney and Newt Gingrich. 

As the president, his top do¬ 
nors and advisers gathered 
here for year-end cam¬ 
paign briefings, the unruly 
Republican primary pro¬ 
vided a welcome distrac¬ 
tion for Democrats who are 
nervous about the general 
election. 

“The longer this race goes, 
the more you're going to 
see these Republican can¬ 
didates try to mortgage 
the general election to try 
and win the primary cam¬ 
paign,” said David Axel¬ 
rod, the chief strategist for 
the president’s re-election 
campaign. He added, 
“They’re being tugged to 
the right every day." 

It remains an open ques¬ 
tion whether Axelrod’s as¬ 
sessment proves true. An 
extended nominating con¬ 
test could also stir enthusi¬ 
asm among Republicans 
and make the party’s ulti¬ 
mate nominee a stronger 
candidate - as it did for 
Obama in 2008, after de¬ 
feating Sen. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton in a protracted fight 
for delegates in nearly ev¬ 
ery corner of the country. 

In any case, the Obama 
team, while not letting up 
its forceful assault on Rom¬ 
ney, is increasingly prepar¬ 


ing for the possibility that 
Gingrich could be the 
nominee. And it has spent 
the last eight months build¬ 
ing a robust organization 
to counter the stiff political 
and economic headwinds 
facing the campaign. Ear¬ 
ly polls in important states 
show significant challenges 
ahead. “It’s understand¬ 
able if people are not feel¬ 
ing as chipper as they were 
back in 2008," Obama 
said, speaking to members 
of his campaign’s nation¬ 
al finance committee at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
“There's going to be some 
skepticism. There’s going to 
be some push-back.” 
Reince Priebus, chairman 
of the Republican National 
Committee, said the de¬ 
cision by the president’s 
aides to aggressively weigh 
in on the Republican race 


illustrated the Democrats’ 
fears. He dismissed the sug¬ 
gestion that a long contest 
would damage Republi¬ 
cans. 

“During the primary pro¬ 
cess, Republicans will 
be traveling the country 
making the case against 
Barack Obama,” Priebus 
said. “The more they hear 
from our candidates the 
more enthusiastic voters 
will be to change direction 
at the White House.” 

The president's team is in¬ 
creasingly stepping into re- 
election mode. A team of 
his political advisers, includ¬ 
ing Axelrod, flew from the 
Chicago campaign head¬ 
quarters to Washington 
to meet with donors and 
reporters separately, giv¬ 
ing the first formal briefings 
on the state of the 2012 
election. □ 


At Trump-led debate, 
expect a bored room 


Frank Cerabino 
© 2011 Cox Newspapers 

We are moving ahead with 
plans to have you moder¬ 
ate the final debate be¬ 
tween the Republican 
candidates for president, 
even though most of the 
candidates won’t be show¬ 
ing up. 

We know this is no reflec¬ 
tion on you, Mr. Trump. 
You have been called "a 
great American" by News- 
max, which is apparently a 
website for the segment of 
Fox News viewers who are 
computer-literate. 

The presidential candidates 
who aren’t showing up in 
Des Moines on Dec. 27 will 
be missing the top debate, 
broadcast on America's 
top cable channel, ION 
Television, which has gra¬ 
ciously agreed to suspend 
reruns of "Criminal Minds” 
that night to air your incisive 
verbal explorations with the 
temporarily buoyant Newt 
Gingrich and the not-to- 
be-Googled Rick Santorum 
(who also claims to be run¬ 
ning for president). 

Here is a tentative schedule 
of how the evening will go: 
8 p.m. -- Stall. Allow viewers 
extra time to find ION on 
their TVs. 

8:02 -- Candidates arrive 
with their wives. 

8:03-8:08 -- Trump com¬ 
ments on hotness of the 
candidates’ wives (one 
minute) and then his own 
wife (four minutes). 
8:09-8:10 - Gingrich leads 
opening prayer (religion 
subject to change). 

8:11-8:15 -- Wives leave the 
boardroom. Santorum sent 


to fetch whiskey, cigars. 
8:16-8:20 - Trump plugs his 
new book, "Time to Get 
Tough." 

8:21-8:25 -- First question to 
Santorum: "Would you like 
to read an excerpt from my 
new book?" It turns out he 
does. 

8:26-8:30 -- Rebuttal for 
Gingrich: "Is there an even 
better excerpt you can 
read from my book?” Yes, 
there is. 

8:31-8:35 - Trump steps out 
to do a phone interview 
for Piers Morgan’s show. 
Gingrich and Santorum de¬ 
bate: "Is Obama even an 
American?” 

8:36-8:40 -- Trump returns. 
Question: "Does America 
need a ruthless American 
businessman in the White 
House to deal with those 
conniving, currency-fixing 
Chinese?” 

8:41-8:43 -- Gingrich talks 
for two minutes, or until he 
says "fundamentally trans¬ 
formed” for the third time. 
8:44 -- Santorum can say 
something, as long as he 
also runs the vacuum while 
he talks. 8:45 -- Trump an¬ 
nounces debate chal¬ 
lenge: Gingrich and San¬ 
torum will have 30 minutes 
to take to the streets of Des 
Moines and fashion a cam¬ 
paign poster for Trump. 
Team Gingrich gets Meat 
Loaf and Team Santorum 
gets Gary Busey. 

8:46-8:55 -- Trump talks 
about his money, and how 
Forbes magazine is a joke if 
it thinks his "brand value" 
is worth only $200 million, 
when it's really worth $3 
billion.Q 
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Gingrich’s rise prompts Romney to speak more of Mormon role 


ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2011 New York Times 
MADISON, N.H. - Mitt 
Romney - he of the inscru¬ 
table, overly polished and 
occasionally robotic mien - 
is striving mightily to human¬ 
ize himself just three weeks 
before the first round of vot¬ 
ing begins. And that means 
no topic, be it his experi¬ 
ence with humble toilets 
(“a bucket affair”) or his 
faith, is off limits. 

Four years ago, Romney 
rarely talked of his Mormon 
faith during his presidential 
campaign, but in recent 
days Romney has invoked 
his time as a missionary 
and church pastor when 
asked to explain how he, 
a man whose net worth is 
estimated at $200 million, 
can relate to the every¬ 
day concerns of average 
Americans. 

At the Republican debate 
Saturday night, each can¬ 
didate was asked to recall 
when a financial strain had 
forced fhem to cut back 
on a necessity. While many 
of those onstage talked 
about their humble up¬ 
bringings, Romney, the son 
of a governor, began by 
acknowledging, “I didn’t 
grow up poor. And if some¬ 
body is looking for some¬ 
one who's grown up with 
that background. I’m not 
the person.” 

But, he continued, experi¬ 
ences through his church 
have given him empathy 
and understanding for less 
fortunate people. 

“I was able to serve my 
church overseas, and to 
meet people there that had 
very difficult circumstances 
in their life," Romney said. “I 
also spent time in this coun¬ 
try, serving as a pastor in my 
church and, again, having 
the occasion to work with 
people that were really 
struggling.” 

As the race has tightened 


and Newt Gingrich has re¬ 
cently surged to the top of 
the polls, Romney is seek¬ 
ing to draw contrasts be¬ 
tween himself and the for¬ 
mer speaker of the House, 
whose three marriages 
and later-in-life conversion 
to Roman Catholicism are 
viewed as political liabilities 


by the Romney campaign. 
But talking more freely 
about his faith is a cal¬ 
culated risk. A New York 
Times/CBS News national 
poll in September found 
fhaf among evangeli¬ 
cal Republican primary 
or caucus voters, 41 per¬ 
cent said that people they 
know would not vote for 
a Mormon for president. 
However, in a more recent 
Times/CBS News Iowa poll, 
75 percent of evangelical 
voters who said they defi¬ 
nitely or probably planned 
to attend the Republican 
caucuses said they would 
vote for a Mormon candi¬ 
date; 19 percent said they 
would not. 

Both Iowa and South 
Carolina, two of the first 
three nominating states, 
have large populations 


of evangelicals, many 
of whom do not accept 
Mormons as Christians. (In 
2008, Romney finished a dis¬ 
appointing second in Iowa 
after evangelicals - who 
make up roughly a third 
of the Republican caucus 
voters - coalesced around 
Mike Huckabee, a former 


Baptist pastor.) 

Just two months ago, 
Romney’s religion bubbled 
up in an unwanted way 
when a Baptist pastor from 
Dallas who supports Gov. 
Rick Perry of Texas told a 
gathering of Christian con¬ 
servatives that Mormonism 
is “a cult,” and that “Mitt 
Romney is not a Christian.” 
That led Romney to de¬ 
mand that Perry repudiate 
the pastor’s remarks. “I just 
don’t believe that that kind 
of divisiveness based on 
religion has a place in this 
country,” Romney said at 
the time. 

Now, however, Romney 
seems to be embracing his 
faith in a more comfortable 
and public way. He speaks 
about it in general terms, 
highlighting his role as a 
leader and servant, rather 


than getting into the specif¬ 
ics of Mormon beliefs. And 
sfarfing with the debate on 
Saturday, Romney has talk¬ 
ed about his church three 
times in as many days. 

At an event in Madison, 
N.H., Monday, a voter won¬ 
dered whether Romney 
could truly understand 
poverty because he came 
from “a fairly good back¬ 
ground,” and Romney re¬ 
sponded by talking about 


the 10 years he spent as a 
pastor in his church, coun¬ 
seling its members. 

Those who sought him were 
“sometimes people with 
marital problems, some¬ 
times with a child who was 
errant, and a lot of times, 
with people who had finan¬ 
cial difficulties,” Romney 
said, adding that he over¬ 
saw Spanish-, Cambodian- 
and Chinese-speaking 
congregations.^ 
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Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney , a candidate for the 
Republican presidential nomination , at a debate in Des Moines , 
Iowa. With only a few weeks before the first round of voting 
begins , Romney is trying to humanize himself by sharing more 
of his personal life , including his experience as a Mormon 
leader and missionary. 

(Eric Thayer/The New York Times) 
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Police remove Occupy Baltimore protesters 



Iris Kirsch displays a sign to passing traffic across the street from the Occupy Baltimore site in re¬ 
sponse to the protestors' eviction from McKeldin Square in Baltimore, Tuesday, Dec. 13,2011. Kirsch 
drove to the site to show support after hearing about the early-morning eviction. 

(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky) 


SARAH BRUMFIELD, 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Occupy 
Baltimore demonstrators 
who spent 10 weeks pro¬ 
testing economic disparity 
were removed peacefully 
from a downtown plaza 
near the Inner Harbor tour¬ 
ist district during a pre¬ 
dawn raid Tuesday. 

City police in full riot gear 
moved into McKeldin 
Square about 3:30 a.m. 
to remove the protesters, 
who had been camped 
out at the site since Oct. 
4. Police spokesman An¬ 
thony Guglielmi said there 
was no resistance from the 
people staying at the site. 
“The whole event was or¬ 
chestrated well, which 
speaks to our relationship 
with Occupy,” Guglielmi 
said. “Everything was done 
very peacefully.” 

The move by Baltimore of¬ 
ficials comes as Occupy 
Wall Street protesters on 
the West Coast, heady 
with their successful at¬ 
tempts to block trucks and 
curb business at busy ports, 
said they plan to continue 
their blockades and keep 


staging similar protests. 
Thousands of demonstra¬ 
tors forced shipping termi¬ 
nals in Oakland, Califor¬ 
nia; Portland, Oregon; and 
Longview, Washington; to 
halt parts of their opera¬ 
tions Monday and some in¬ 
tended to keep their block¬ 
ade attempts ramped up 
overnight. 


Demonstrators in Baltimore 
said about 30 people were 
camped out in the plaza 
at the time of the raid. A 
spokesman for the city's 
mayor, Ryan O'Doherty, 
said 23 people were taken 
to a city shelter and that 
no arrests were made. 
O’Doherty said “the city 
made it very clear that 


they were allowed to pro¬ 
test all day and into the 
night, but that camping is 
prohibited." 

Protester Mike Gibb, a 
21 -year-old from Bel Air who 
participated in a march 
with Occupy Wall Street 
protesters from New York to 
Washington, said the evic¬ 
tion from the square marks 


“Phase 2” for the move¬ 
ment. Gibb said demon¬ 
strators will begin squatting 
in vacant housing all over 
the city. 

“Occupy Baltimore will be 
coming to a neighborhood 
near you,” Gibb said. He 
added that the mayor had 
“opened a can of worms." 
Twenty-three-year-old pro¬ 
tester Leo Zimmerman, a 
freelance copywriter, said 
he awoke to find the area 
“encircled by a group of 
officers in face masks, hel¬ 
mets and batons.” He said 
the group had dealt with 
the same officers in the 
past and that they seemed 
apologetic during the raid. 
Zimmerman said demon¬ 
strators were given about 
15 minutes to leave the 
plaza and that it appeared 
police chose to raid the 
square at a time when 
there were fewer people 
there. The group said it was 
given a “free speech no¬ 
tice” that said the city “is 
committed to protecting 
individuals' right to pro¬ 
test" and advised them of 
where they could collect 
their belongings.q 
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US woman denies causing 
penis injection death 


NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) 

— Authorities say a man 
who died after having his 
penis injected with silicone 
was trying to get it en¬ 
larged. 

The woman police say 
gave the injection, result¬ 
ing in his death, has been 
charged with manslaugh¬ 
ter. She made her first court 
appearance Tuesday. 

The Essex County prosecu¬ 
tor’s office says 34-year-old 
Kasia Rivera gave 22-year- 
old Justin Street the injec¬ 
tion in May. She has plead¬ 


ed not guilty but remains in 
jail on $75,000 bail. 

Street died the day after his 
injection. 

His death was ruled a ho¬ 
micide following an inves¬ 
tigation and a medical 
examiner's determination 
that he died of a silicone 
embolism. 

Rivera also faces charges 
of practicing unauthor¬ 
ized medicine out of her 
apartment. Authorities 
say they're investigating 
whether she gave other 
people similar injections.Q 
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US ups Iran sanctions, could target central bank 


BRADLEY KLAPPER 
MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

United States hit two senior 
Iranian military officials with 
travel and financial sanc¬ 
tions Tuesday and moved 
closer to a compromise 
with Congress over tough 
new sanctions against Iran's 
Central Bank that Washing¬ 
ton worries could have un¬ 
intended consequences. 
Citing their roles in alleged 
human rights abuses, the 
Treasury Department add¬ 
ed the chairman of Iran's 
joint chiefs of staff, the 
country’s most senior mili¬ 
tary officer, and the deputy 
commander of the hard¬ 
line Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps to a U.S. black¬ 
list. The move freezes any 
assets they may have in the 
U.S., although it is unlikely 
they have any such assets, 
and bars Americans from 
doing business with them. 
The State Department also 
barred the two men from 
entering the United States. 
“The Iranian people have 
suffered tremendously at 
the hands of senior officials, 
who instead of protect¬ 
ing their basic rights have 
ordered and orchestrated 
widespread, serious human 
rights abuses aimed at si¬ 
lencing criticism and pun¬ 
ishing dissent," said Adam J. 
Szubin, the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment's director of foreign 
assets control. 

Hassan Firouzabadi, the 
joint chiefs chairman, and 
Abdollah Araqi were ac¬ 
cused of wrongdoing in the 
crackdown on protesters 
and mistreatment of de¬ 
tainees after Iran’s disputed 
2009 elections. The sanc¬ 


tions may have little direct 
effect since the U.S. and 
Iran have no military ties 
and few financial or com¬ 
mercial ones. 

But the administration ap¬ 
peared to be moving 
closer to endorsing legisla¬ 
tion that could hurt Iran far 
more. Congress pressed 
ahead Monday evening 
with a massive $662 billion 
defense bill that includes 
an amendment directing 
the administration to tar¬ 
get foreign financial institu¬ 
tions that do business with 
the Iranian Central Bank in 
Tehran. □ 



Iranian President Mah¬ 
moud Ahmadinejad, right, 
listens to Russia’s new am¬ 
bassador to Tehran Levan 
Djhagaryan, left, during a 
meeting to submit his cre¬ 
dentials, at the presiden¬ 
cy office in Tehran, Iran, 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011. 
An unidentified translator 
sits at center. The United 
States hit two senior Ira¬ 
nian military officials with 
travel and financial sanc¬ 
tions Tuesday and moved 
closer to a compromise 
with Congress over tough 
new sanctions against 
Iran’s Central Bank that 
Washington worries could 
have unintended conse¬ 
quences. 

(AP Photo/Vahid Salemi) 
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NATO: 


Pakistan talking again to 


LOLITA BALDOR 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 

Voicing cautious optimism, 
the top NATO commander 
in Afghanistan said Tuesday 
that he’s seeing signs of a 
possible lifting of Pakistan’s 
communications black¬ 
out imposed on the U.S.- 
led coalition after NATO 
airstrikes killed two dozen 
Pakistani forces last month. 
Marine Gen. John Allen re¬ 
vealed for the first time that 
he spoke on the phone 
Monday with Pakistan 
army chief Gen. Ashfaq 
Pervez Kayani — fheir first 
conversation since just 
after the airstrikes. Allen 
said they both expressed 
a commitment to work 
through the incident and 
try to restore coordina¬ 
tion between their forces 
along the border. 

“I do have a sense of 


progress,” Allen told report¬ 
ers at a news briefing af his 
Camp Eggers headquar¬ 
ters in Kabul, describing the 
phone call as businesslike 
and cordial. “The conver¬ 
sation was clearly about 


attempting to resolve the 
issue ... around the border 
incident, in the sense that, 
let's restore border coor¬ 
dination so that we can 
move on." 

He added that he believes 



Defense Secretary Leon Panetta walks to his vehicle after being 
greeted by US Ambassador to Afghanistan Ryan Crocker, right, 
and Gen. John Allen, left, upon his arrival in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
Tuesday, Dec., 13, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, Pool) 
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US-led coalition 


Pakistan will soon restore its 
liaison officers, who were 
pulled after the Nov. 26 in¬ 
cident, to border coordina¬ 
tion centers or NATO head¬ 
quarters in Kabul. Allen said 
the two did not discuss 
when Pakistan would re¬ 
open its border crossings 
to NATO convoys trans¬ 
porting supplies for troops 
in Afghanistan. 

Allen made his comments 
shortly after Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta 
arrived in Afghanistan un¬ 
announced to talk with 
commanders about the 
war. In addition to chilly 
relations with Pakistan, the 
U.S. also is grappling with 
ongoing plans to withdraw 
tens of thousands of troops 
in coming months, han¬ 
dover security to Afghan 
forces and the impact of 


potentially big budget cuts 
to the military. 

Panetta's trip to 
Afghanistan is the second 
stop on a holiday tour that 
began in the Horn of Africa 
Tuesday morning and will 
also fake him to Iraq, Libya 
and Turkey. He will be the 
first U.S. defense chief to vis¬ 
it Libya, which is emerging 
from an eight-month civil 
war. 

In Iraq, he will participate 
in a ceremony that will shut 
down the U.S. military mis¬ 
sion there after nearly nine 
years of war. 

Panetta's arrival in Kabul 
comes on the heels of 
Pakistan’s decision to move 
air defense systems to the 
border with Afghanistan, 
part of its response to last 
month's deadly airstrikes on 
its forces. □ 
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Gearing up for campaign, Chavez boosts spending 



Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez, left, speaks with foreign press journalists during a press 
conference at Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— President Hugo Chavez 
is launching new social 
programs including hikes 
in pensions and a $100-a- 
month cash payment for 
needy children as he pre¬ 
pares for his re-election bid 
next year. 

Chavez announced 

Tuesday that the govern¬ 
ment would increase pen¬ 
sion payments to more than 
200,000 retirees through a 
newly created “mission” 
program. 

A day earlier, he launched 
a program to benefit the 
South American country’s 
poorest children, whose 
parents will receive $100 per 
child every month to help 
them makes ends meet. He 
calls that program “Mission 
Children of Venezuela.” 
Such programs have 
helped Chavez cement 
support among the poor 
who are his electoral base. 
His government also runs 
adult education programs 
and free neighborhood 
medical clinics staffed by 
Cuban doctors. 

During Tuesday’s event, 


Chavez boasted that his 
government has increased 
spending on social pro¬ 
grams since he was first 
elected in 1998. 

Luis Vicente Leon, who 
heads the Caracas-based 
polling firm Datanalisis, said 
he interprets the new so¬ 
cial programs as an indi¬ 
cation that more spending 
increases are likely in the 
coming months as Chavez 
prepares to seek re-elec¬ 
tion in October. 

“We can expect a cam¬ 
paign underscored by 
money,” 

Leon said in a telephone 
interview. 

The newest programs will 
cost an estimated $3.7 bil¬ 
lion, Chavez said. 

And he said that in January 
he will unveil a new pro¬ 
gram to fight unemploy¬ 
ment called “Mission 
Knowledge and Work.” 
Chavez's popularity has 
hovered around 50 percent 
in recent polls. 

His ability to raise govern¬ 
ment spending has re¬ 
ceived a boost from China, 
which has agreed to lend 
Venezuela about $38 bil¬ 
lion in exchange for oil ship¬ 


ments. Chavez said one 
$4 billion Chinese loan will 
go toward building public 
housing. 

In typical style, Chavez also 
rallied his supporters danc¬ 
ing and singing along with 
a band. 

Leon expects Chavez to 


make more public appear¬ 
ances as he seeks show 
Venezuelans he is vigorous 
and capable after his strug¬ 
gle with cancer. 

Chavez, 57, had a tumor 
removed from his pelvic 
region in June and under¬ 
went four rounds of chemo¬ 


therapy. 

He has repeatedly said 
that he is now cancer-free. 
A coalition of opposition 
parties plans to hold a pri¬ 
mary election Feb. 12 to 
choose a unity candidate 
to challenge Chavez in the 
Oct. 7 presidential vote.Q 
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Burial for 7-year-old slain in Georgia 



Joselinne Rivera mourns in front of the coffin containing the body 
of her daughter, Jorelys Rivera, during her funeral in Penuelas, 
Puerto Rico, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011. The child, who was buried 
in a white dress with flowers in her hair, surrounded by some of 
her favorite toys, was last seen alive Dec. 2 when she left the 
playground at the apartment complex where the family was liv¬ 
ing in Canton, Georgia. Her body was found three days later in 
a trash bin. 

(AP Photo/Ricardo Arduengo) 


DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
GEORGIA U.S./Puerto Rico 
(AP) — A 7-year-old girl who 
was abducted and slain in 
Georgia was buried Tues¬ 
day in a white dress with 
flowers in her hair, surround¬ 
ed by some of her favorite 
toys and what seemed like 
much of the population of 
the southern Puerto Rican 
town where she was born. 
Hundreds of people filled 
Penuelas’ streets walking 
behind a horse-drawn car¬ 
riage adorned with pink 
and white balloons that 
carried the body of Jorelys 
Galarza Rivera to the cem¬ 
etery. 

More than a dozen con¬ 
struction workers removed 
their hard hats in unison as 
the carriage rolled past. A 
woman leaned against the 
roof of a car and cried. 

At the cemetery in the 
town on the island’s Ca¬ 
ribbean coast, friends and 
family gathered around 
the white casket and musi¬ 
cians began to play. 
“Mother, don't cry,” the 
singerwailed as 24-year-old 
Joselinne Rivera pressed 
her hands onto the top of 
her daughter’s coffin and 
then leaned down to kiss it. 
The girl's father, Ricardo 
Galarza, spoke to the 
crowd before his daughter 
was buried. 

“I ask all mothers in this 
world to take care of their 
children,” he said. “This 
(death) is something that is 
extremely hard. Something 
that, quite frankly, I don’t 


think I’m going to over¬ 
come." 

Jorelys left this industrial 
town wedged between 
sea and mountains with her 
mother when she was 3 but 
had come back several 
times and was to spend 
Christmas in Penuelas with 
her father and extended 
family. The child was last 
seen alive Dec. 2 when she 
left the playground at the 
apartment complex where 
the family was living in Can¬ 
ton, Georgia. Her body was 
found three days later in 
a trash bin. She had been 
beaten, sexually assaulted 
and stabbed. A 20-year-old 
maintenance worker at the 
apartments was arrested 
and is being held without 
bond on a murder charge. 
Luz Muniz Perez, a 44-year- 


old resident of Penuelas 
and a distant member of 
the victim's family, said 
whoever is responsible 
should receive the death 
penalty. 

“People like that should not 
exist,” she said. “To do this 
atrocity to a girl, that is the 
mentality of a person who 
does not deserve to be on 
this planet.” 

Hundreds of people also at¬ 
tended a memorial service 
for Jorelys in Georgia, but 
the family chose to bury her 
in Puerto Rico amid family, 
friends and mementos from 
her short life, such as her 
prized stuffed animals — a 
unicorn. Hello Kitty, a bear 
and a rag doll. A purple 
butterfly with gold glitter 
was painted on the side of 
her face. □ 


Next ICC prosecutor 
warns against sex crimes 

EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The next chief prosecutor of the Inter¬ 
national Criminal Court pledged Tuesday to strengthen 
efforts to bring to justice the perpetrators of sexual and 
gender crimes. 

A day after her election by the 119 countries that support 
the tribunal, Gambian lawyer Fatou Bensouda said too of¬ 
ten gender crimes go unreported and unpunished and 
the victims are trivialized, denigrated, threatened and si¬ 
lenced, which enables the abuses to continue unimped¬ 
ed. In its first cases, she said, the ICC has sent the message 
that this is no longer acceptable and must stop. 

The International Criminal Court, which began operating 
in 2002, is the world’s first permanent war crimes tribunal. 
It is a court of last resort, stepping in only when countries 
are unwilling or unable to prosecute alleged war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocide. 

At the moment, the ICC is dealing with cases from Congo, 
the Central African Republic, Uganda involving the Lord’s 
Resistance Army, the Darfur conflict in Sudan, the recent 
Libyan uprising, and post-election violence in Kenya and 
Ivory Coast. 

At present, crimes such as rape, sexual slavery, and forced 
prostitution and pregnancy are alleged in some cases be¬ 
fore the court in all of these situations except Libya, where 
an investigation of alleged gender-based crimes is still un¬ 
der way. 

Bensouda, who will become the first woman and first Af¬ 
rican to hold the top prosecutorial job when she takes 
over from Luis Moreno Ocampo in mid-2012, said it was 
important to give the first speech following her election 
at Tuesday’s launch of a Gender Report Card critiquing 
the court's work on gender-based crimes at a New York 
hotel attended by women's rights activists, U.N. officials 
and diplomats. 

“This office, under my tenure, will continue and will make 
sure that these crimes that they have suffered will be pun¬ 
ished — their perpetrators being arrested and prevented 
from committing additional crimes,” she said. “This is a 
commitment that I make to all of you today.” 

Bensouda said that throughout her legal career as justice 
minister in her native Gambia, trial attorney at the tribunal 
prosecuting key figures from the 1994 Rwanda genocide, 
and as the ICC’s deputy prosecutor since 2004, “I have 
always placed a big emphasis on addressing and pros¬ 
ecuting sexual and gender crimes." Q 


NEED 


\A lift ** igi 75 I —- 

18 Vft 31 «nrerrfoT tdursilfi 



MJR GOLD 


UWELENHUISJE 


OPtN I DAM * 6 PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 


LOWEST COSTS 

r -** 

WE ARE CLOSED FROM 
DEC 12TH TILL JAN 2ND 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 







ORANJE&TAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK, 12 TEl 580 4U1 O 5AN NICOLAS B. V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELDSTftAAT 14 TEL 504 4141 




































UNICASA 


umcasa 


Pj]m Bench # IM4 - Tel: (297) 5!Hfi-N>4« 
Qp&n hours: Monday - SaLu/day 8am - 12n^dn«gM 
Saturday $am - Itipm 


NEXT TO GRAND VICTORIA BAR & 
RESTAURANT CLOSE TO THE TRFlC 
LIGHT AND NIGH RISE HOTEL AREA 


We offer quality 
excellent service 
a wide variety of 
liquors and wines 
and much more 


RAF CASERT 

Associated Press 

LIEGE, Belgium (AP) — 

Summoned for questioning 
by Belgian police, a man 
with a history of weapons 
and drug offenses left 
home armed with hand 
grenades, a revolver and 
an assault rifle. Stopping 
at a central square filled 
with holiday shoppers, he 
lobbed three grenades 
into the crowd, then 
opened fire. Four people 
were killed, including an 
18-month-old toddler, 
and 122 were wounded in 
the assault Tuesday that 
brought tragedy to the 
pre-Christmas season of 
students reveling in exam 
results and preschoolers 
enchanted by brightly lit 
trees and holiday stalls. 
Authorities said the shooter 
also died, but they were at 
a loss to explain the reason 
for the onslaught. The 
prime minister said it was 
not related to terrorism. 

In a second burst of deadly 
violence in Western Europe 
on Tuesday — attacks 
rare for the continent — a 
man shot and killed two 
Senegalese vendors at a 
market in Italy. 

The midday attack in 
the eastern Belgian city 
of Liege sent hundreds 
of panicked shoppers 


Police vans seal the scene at a Christmas market after an incident in Liege, Belgium, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 13, 2011. It was reported that a man threw up to four live hand grenades at a bus stop. Four 
people were killed, including an 18-month-old toddler, and 122 were wounded in the assault Tues¬ 
day that brought tragedy to the pre-Christmas season of students reveling in exam results and 
preschoolers enchanted by brightly lit trees and holiday stalls. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 


stampeding down the 
cobbled streets of the old 
city, fleeing explosions and 
bullets. Belgian authorities 
identified the shooter as 
Nordine Amrani, a 33-year- 
old Liege resident who had 
done jail time for offenses 
involving guns and drugs, 
and had been called in for 
questioning Tuesday in a 
sexual abuse case. 

Officials said Amrani 
left his home with a 


backpack, armed with 
hand grenades, a revolver 
and an FAL assault rifle. 
He walked alone to the 
busy Place Saint-Lambert, 
the central entry point 
to downtown shopping 
streets, then climbed onto 
an overpass that gave him 
an ideal view of the square, 
which was bedecked with 
a huge Christmas tree and 
crowded with shoppers. 
From there, Amrani lobbed 


three hand grenades 
toward a central bus stop, 
which serves 1,800 buses a 
day, and opened fire. The 
explosions sent shards of 
glass from the bus shelter 


across a wide area. 

“I heard a loud boom," said 
Dimitri Degryse, who was 
driving near the square. “I 
thought it was something 
on my car that was broken 
or something. Then a few 
seconds after a second 
boom, and I saw all the 
glass breaking, I saw people 
running, screaming.” 
Hundreds fled the square as 
well as a nearby Christmas 
market. Video showed 
people, including a large 
group of preschoolers, 
rushing to seek cover, some 
still carrying shopping bags. 
Amrani died at the scene, 
but Liege Prosecutor 
Danielle Reynders told 
reporters he was not killed 
by police. It was unclear if 
he committed suicide or 
died by accident, though 
he still had a number of 
grenades with him. 

Those killed were two 
boys ages 15 and 17, a 
75-year-old woman, and 
an 18-month-old toddler 
who died Tuesday evening 
in the hospital, Liege police 
said.Q 
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Aussie PM impressed by Obama 
as a ‘good person’ 


ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— Australia’s prime minis¬ 
ter said Wednesday that 
President Barack Obama 
impressed her as a “good 
person” through his ac¬ 
knowledgment of atten¬ 
dants and security staff 
during his recent visit to 


Australia. 

“I always think the way you 
can best judge people’s 
attitudes is not necessar¬ 
ily how they treat me, the 
prime minister of Australia, 
but how you see them in¬ 
teract with others, 
and as President Obama 
moved through Parliament 
House, he said hello to ev¬ 


ery attendant and every 
security guard he walked 
past,” Gillard told Sydney 
Radio 2SM. 

“He doesn’t have to do 
that — nothing makes him 
do that except being a 
good person," she said. 
Obama made his first visit 
to Australia as president 
last month. □ 
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Attack in Belgian city leaves 5 dead, 122 wounded 
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Writer explores why God is a rational concept 


JENNIFER SCHUESSLER 
© 2011 New York Times 

There are no atheists in fox¬ 
holes, the old saying goes. 
Back in the 1950s, when the 
philosopher Alvin Plantinga 
was getting his start, there 
were scarcely more re¬ 
ligious believers in aca¬ 
demic philosophy depart¬ 
ments. 

Growing up among Dutch 
Calvinist immigrants in the 
Midwest, Plantinga was 
used to intense theological 
debate. But when he ar¬ 
rived at Harvard as an un¬ 
dergraduate, he was star¬ 
tled to find equal intensity 
marshaled in favor of fhe 
argument that God didn’t 
exist, when classmates and 
teachers found the ques¬ 
tion worth arguing about 
at all. Had he not trans¬ 
ferred to Calvin College, 
the Christian Reformed lib¬ 
eral arts college in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., where his 
father taught psychology, 
Plantinga wrote in a 1993 
essay, he doubted that 
he “would have remained 
a Christian at all; certainly 
Christianity or theism would 
not have been the focal 
point of my adult intellec¬ 
tual life.” 

But he did return, and the 
larger world of philosophy 
has been quite different as 
a result. From Calvin, and 
later from the University of 
Notre Dame, Plantinga has 
led a movement of unapol- 
ogetically Christian philoso¬ 
phers who, if they haven’t 
succeeded in winning over 
most of their colleagues, 
have at least made philos¬ 
ophy safe for theism. 

“There are vastly more 
Christian philosophers and 


vastly more visible or asser¬ 
tive Christian philosophy 
now than when I left gradu¬ 
ate school,” Plantinga said 
in a recent telephone in¬ 
terview from his home in 


Grand Rapids, adding, with 
characteristic modesty, “I 
have no idea how it hap¬ 
pened.” 

Plantinga retired from full¬ 
time teaching last year, with 
more than a dozen books 
and a past presidency of 
the American Philosophical 
Association to his name. 
But he’s hardly resting on 
those laurels. Having made 
philosophy safe for theism, 
he's now turning squarely 
to a harder task: making 
theism safe for science. 

For too long, Plantinga con¬ 
tends in a new book, theists 


have been on the defen¬ 
sive, merely rebutting the 
charge that their beliefs are 
irrational. It's time for be¬ 
lievers in the old-fashioned 
creator God of the Bible 


to go on the offensive, he 
argues, and he has some 
sports metaphors at the 
ready. (Not for nothing did 
he spend two decades at 
Notre Dame.) 

In “Where the Conflict Really 
Lies: Science, Religion and 
Naturalism," published last 
week by Oxford University 
Press, he unleashes a blitz 
of densely reasoned argu¬ 
ment against “the touch¬ 
down twins of current aca¬ 
demic atheism,” the zoolo¬ 
gist Richard Dawkins and 
the philosopher Daniel C. 
Dennett, spiced up with 


some trash talk of his own. 
Dawkins? “Dancing on the 
lunatic fringe,” Plantinga 
declares. Dennett? A re¬ 
verse fundamentalist who 
proceeds by “inane ridicule 


and burlesque" rather than 
by careful philosophical ar¬ 
gument. 

On the telephone Plantinga 
was milder in tone but no 
less direct. “It seems to me 
that many naturalists, peo¬ 
ple who are super-atheists, 
try to co-opt science and 
say it supports naturalism,” 
he said. “I think it's a com¬ 
plete mistake and ought to 
be pointed out." 

The so-called New Atheists 
may claim the mantle of 
reason, not to mention a 
much wider audience, 
thanks to best-sellers like 


Dawkins' fire-breathing po¬ 
lemic, “The God Delusion.” 
But while Plantinga may fa¬ 
vor the highly abstruse style 
of analytic philosophy, to 
him the truth of the matter 
is crystal clear. 

Theism, with its vision of an 
orderly universe superin¬ 
tended by a God who cre¬ 
ated rational-minded crea¬ 
tures in his own image, “is 
vastly more hospitable to 
science than naturalism,” 
with its random process of 
natural selection, he writes. 
“Indeed, it is theism, not 
naturalism,” he writes, “that 
deserves to be called ‘the 
scientific worldview.'" 
Plantinga readily admits 
that he has no proof that 
God exists. But he also 
thinks that doesn't matter. 
Belief in God, he argues, 
is what philosophers call a 
basic belief: It is no more 
in need of proof than the 
belief that the past exists, 
or that other people have 
minds, or that one plus one 
equals two. 

“You really can't sensibly 
claim theistic belief is irratio¬ 
nal without showing it isn’t 
true,” Plantinga said. And 
that, he argues, is simply 
beyond what science can 
do. Plantinga says he ac¬ 
cepts the scientific theory 
of evolution, as all Christians 
should. Dennett and his fel¬ 
low atheists, he argues, are 
the ones who are misread¬ 
ing Darwin. Their belief that 
evolution rules out the exis¬ 
tence of God - including a 
God who purposely creat¬ 
ed human beings through a 
process of guided evolution 
- is not a scientific claim, he 
writes, but “a metaphysical 
or theological addition.”□ 



Alvin Plantinga, a writer, philospher and professor, in Holt, Mich., Dec. 6, 2011. In Plantinga's new 
book, he contends theists have been on the defensive, rebutting the charge that their beliefs are 
irrational, but argues it’s time for believers to go on the offensive. 
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Lifetime Achievement Award, SHOCO National Award of Tourism 2011 

Presented to hotelier Gerrit Griffith, Divi Resorts 



Oranjestad -- The Minister 
of Tourism, Transporta¬ 
tion and Labour and the 
Aruba Hotel and Tourism 
Association presented 
the Shoco National Tour¬ 
ism Awards of Excellence 
2011, this past Friday, at 
the end of the first Tourism 
Summit, in a festive gath¬ 
ering at the Renaissance 
Convention Center. 

The gala evening cel¬ 
ebrated recognitions of 
outstanding achieve¬ 
ments in tourism, award¬ 
ing hotelier Gerrit Griffit 
of Divi Resorts a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

While in past years the 
Shoco recognitions were 
bestowed by the Aruba 
Hotel & Tourism Associa¬ 
tion, this year the awards 
were taken over by the 
Ministry of Tourism, Trans¬ 
portation and Labour, 
lending the program extra 
stature which accompa¬ 
nies official government 
citation . AHATA however 
remained as one of the 
proud main sponsors in 
conjunction with Digicel 
and Caribbean Mercan¬ 
tile Bank. 

Hotelier Gerrit Griffit em¬ 
barked on his lifelong ca¬ 
reer with Divi Resorts Aru¬ 
ba on June 1st, 1976, as 
General Manager of the 
Tamarijn Beach Resort. 
He celebrated 35 years of 
service with the popular 
Caribbean chain, not too 
long ago. 

Griffith came to Divi as 
an accomplished, young, 
dynamic professional with 
an excellent education 
having completed his stud¬ 
ies at the Cornell School of 
Hotel Administration, in the 
USA. At Divi, Griffith made 
his way up the career lad¬ 
der contributing his talents 
in many areas, demonstrat¬ 
ing great passion for the 
industry and exceptional 
leadership when dealing 
with both resort guests and 



resort employees. 
Even-tempered, self-moti¬ 
vated and filled with cre¬ 
ative ideas which he is al¬ 


ways the first one willing to 
implement, Griffith earned 
the love and appreciation 
of his resort guests and the 
admiration and respect of 
company management 
and owners, over the years. 
In his present position as 
General Manager of both 
Divi Village and Dutch Vil¬ 
lage Griffith helped grow 
the property from 200 
rooms to 489 rooms. 

Yet his contributions to 
hospitality cannot be ex¬ 
pressed in numbers or sta¬ 
tistics, it is his spirit that sets 
him apart, as a professional 
and as a human-being. 
Griffith own and spreads 
around, a determination to 
get up in the morning and 
smile, come rain, come 
shine, Griffith is always 
equally stoked, equally 
enthusiastic and fired up, 
driving forward with consis¬ 
tent, ever-present optimism 
and speed. He moves fast, 
in a result-oriented pace, 


sweeping guests and em¬ 
ployees into his momen¬ 
tum, while making sure 
they are all having a great 
time, as that high energy, 
continuously exhibited by 
Griffith is peppered with an 
excellent sense of humor 
and child-like zest for life. 
Most of all, Griffith has dedi¬ 
cated the past decades 
to Guest Satisfaction, in 
a Barefoot Elegance en¬ 
vironment, and while the 
atmosphere of his resorts 
is usually relaxed and in¬ 
formal, he still hold himself 
and his staff to a very high 
standard of service, with a 
distinct friendly and person¬ 
al touch. 

The Minister of Tourism 
Transportation & Labour, 
Otmar Oduber, talked 
about some of those rare 
and precious qualities 
from stage at the Renais¬ 
sance Convention Center 
as he handed Griffith his 
well-deserved award. He 
also mentioned twice, that 
Griffith managed to infect 
his three children with the 
bug of excellence. 

His son Gerald Griffith won 
the Shoco National Tourism 
Award of Excellence, as 
Young Professional of the 
Year, in 2009. 

In his address the Minister 
also recognized the great 
love directed by Griffith 
to his Island, Aruba, a love 
with he takes everywhere 
he goes, pouring in into ev¬ 
erything his does, and pride 
of being an Aruban and 
able to share this lovely 
pida baranca, this piece of 
the rock, with vacationers 
from all over the globe. 
Pictured here, hotelier Ger¬ 
rit Griffith, receiving his Life¬ 
time Achievement Award, 
SHOCO National Award of 
Tourism 2011, from Minister 
Otmar Oduber. 

Also Griffith surrounded by 
his loving colleagues and 
adoring family members. □ 
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Employee of the Year, SHOCO National Award of Tourism 2011 

Presented to Melvin Tromp, Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino 



Oranjestad — The Minister 
of Tourism, Transportation 
and Labour and the Aruba 
Hotel and Tourism Associa¬ 
tion presented the Shoco 
National Tourism Awards of 
Excellence 2011, this past 
Friday, at the end of the first 
Tourism Summit, in a festive 
gathering at the Renais¬ 
sance Convention Center. 
The gala evening 
celebrated recognitions of 
outstanding achievements 
in tourism, awarding Melvin 
Tromp, a Renaissance 
Island attendant, the 
coveted Employee of the 
Year, SHOCO National 
Award of Tourism 2011. 
While in past years the 
Shoco recognitions were 
bestowed by the Aruba 
Hotel & Tourism Association, 
this year the awards were 
taken over by the Ministry 
of Tourism, Transportation 
and Labour, lending the 
program extra stature 
which accompanies 

official government 

citation . AHATA however 
remained as one of the 
proud main sponsors in 


conjunction with Digicel 
and Caribbean Mercantile 
Bank. 

In his nomination of Melvin 
Tromp as Employee of the 
Year, General Manager 
Paul Gielen explained 
that Melvin's work ethic is 
exceptional and that he 
has been nominated for 
the Resort’s Team of the 
Quarter a record five times 
since he joined the popular 
hotel chain in 1995, and 
won the coveted Employee 
of the Quarter award once, 
at the end of 2007. 

But Melvin’s contributions 
to Renaissance Island 
cannot just be measured 
by awards, Gielen states. 
The Renaissance Island, 
formerly known as Sonesta 
Island, is an integral element 
in the attractiveness and 
success of the Renaissance 
Resort. In countless guest 
comments and online 
reviews, this extraordinarily 
beautiful piece of Aruba 
is mentioned as THE 
reason guests return to 
the property and/or as 
the highlight of their trip. 


The pristine beaches 
and beautiful palm trees 
of Renaissance Island 
complement manicured 
landscapes and turquoise 
waters, but the jewels of the 
crown are the smiling faces 
of the people who make 
the island so successful, its 
staff members! 

Melvin Tromp is the most 
dedicated hard-working 
and loyal smiling face on the 
Renaissance Island team. 
Melvin has carefully taken 
care of the Island through 
the best of times including 


countless group events, a 
huge celebrity wedding, 
day-to-day nurturing of 
plants, flamingoes and 
waterways, and the more 
challenging moments as 
well, with Hurricane Lenny, 
and more recently Tropical 
Storms Omar and Tomas, 
just to name a few. Melvin's 
keenness to ensure that the 
Island remains consistently 
in top shape is unfailing. His 
determination to receive 
guests like royalty every 
morning is unsurpassed. 
Melvinisquicktoassistguests 


with their towels, lounge 
chairs and hammocks, 
he is a great team player, 
and is well-respected by his 
colleagues. As someone 
who leads by example, he 
can always be counted on 
to either start early or work 
late, as his near perfect 
attendance record attests. 
Melvin’s invaluable 

contributions to the 
success of the Renaissance 
Aruba Resort & Casino and 
his warm representation 
of Aruban hospitality to 
guests, deserve recognition 
as the SHOCO National 
Award of Tourism 2011, 
Employee of the Year, 
Gielen concludes. 

Pictured here Melvin Tromp 
receiving his award from 
the CEO of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, Ronella 
Tjin Asjoe-Croes, on 
stage at the Renaissance 
Convention Center. He 
is also pictured here with 
fellow-award winners 
among them Manager of 
the Year, a Renaissance 
colleague, Jhoanel 

CaraballoO 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Homemade Aruban Cigar 




ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 
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specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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American Style Grill heats up at 5 Burgers Aruba 


The inspiration for a good 
American style hamburger 
comes right from the own¬ 
ers backyard grill. Aaron 
Walisever - before his ‘re¬ 
tirement’ - was known as 
“The King of Fireplaces 
& Grills” in New England. 
Moving to Aruba from Sha¬ 
ron, Massachusetts with his 
wife Rosie was a positive 
move all around - but their 
search for a good burger 
and fries didn’t stretch far 
from home. 

It was this reason that Rosie 
& Aaron opened 5 Burgers 
Aruba! As the name im¬ 
plies, there are 5 specialty 
burgers offered including 
a mammoth Western Burg¬ 
er, a tasty melted Gouda 
Burger, a Farmers Burger 
complete with a fried egg. 
For the very hungry, a 3 pat¬ 
ty Man Burger and to round 
out the specials - a zesty 
chicken breast with special 
sauce is also available.Of 
course, hamburgers and 
cheeseburgers - small and 
regular sized are also on 



the menu. But the big sur- the pure potato flavor in the U.S.D.A. choice beef only 
prise is the hand-cut daily fry. A favorite way to enjoy and lightly seasoned with a 
- french fries - from select fries is with vinegar! These special spice blend. They 
Idaho potatoes and hand- complement any meal or- can even satisfy you if you 
made onion rings! Cooking dered at 5 Burgers! Burgers desire a veggie burger, 
these in peanut oil leaves are pressed daily and are Toppings are encouraged 


and available at no ad¬ 
ditional charge - raw or 
grilled onions & mush¬ 
rooms, lettuce, tomato, 
BBQ sauce and many more 
tasty items. Brand new 
items to the menu include 
a hand-made beef em¬ 
panada and chicken bites. 
5 Burgers Aruba is open 
from Noon to 10-ish daily. 
Delivery is available to your 
pool or hotel room! They 
are located behind Senor 
Frogs and across from the 
Radisson Hotel. 

Come by and enjoy a 
great burger experience. 
Rosie & Aaron are often on 
site - making sure that you 
are happy with your burger 
experience! Call 5 BURG¬ 
ERS ARUBA at 586-39040 



"FAVIFUNDRCIOK CU VISION" 



GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION 

Friday, December 16, 2011 


CLUB & CASINO 6:00pm to 11:00pm 


VEGAS, ARUBA STYLE! 


PARTY 

\ LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 


provided by Tsunami! 


for the first hour! 

- SPECIAL MENU 

| provided by Flavors'. 


Join the Trop Advantage® Club and receive a 

Free Gift and Win Cash and Prizes! 

Enjoy a spectacular fireworks display after the concert! 

THE BEST IS YET TO COME... 

TROP CLUB & CASINO | J.E. IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 248 | ARUBA, DUTCH CARIBBEAN 
TROPARUBA.COM | (297)587-9000 

A TROPICANA ENTERTAINMENT CASINO | TROPICANACASINOS.COM - 
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Happy Times at Amazonia Churrascaria 



Palm beach - Each night 
during December Ama¬ 
zonia Churrascaria cel¬ 
ebrates with members of 
the community special oc¬ 
casions and events related 
to the upcoming holidays. 
Great food and fantas¬ 
tic drink welcome patrons 
as they gather around to 
give thanks for successes 
achieved and challenges 
overcome. 

Alvaro Barra hosted an of¬ 
fice party for members of 
his company, wishing them 
a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year and 
thanking them for all their 
contributions to the com¬ 
pany’s success in the out¬ 
going yearlQ 
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FILE - In this Dec. 8, 2011, file 
photo, Pittsburgh Steelers 
linebacker James Harrison, 
r/ghf, s/fs on the bench 
during the third quarter of an 
NFL football game against 
the Cleveland Browns in 
Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 

Steelers’ 
Harrison 
suspended 
one game 

By WILL GRAVES 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers lineback¬ 
er James Harrison has 
carved out a niche as one 
of the NFL’s most feared 
defenders over the last 
five years by straddling the 
line between clean and 
dirty play. After one dan¬ 
gerous hit too many, the 
league apparently has 
seen enough. The NFL sus¬ 
pended Harrison for one 
game following his helmet- 
to-facemask hit on Browns 
quarterback Colt Mc¬ 
Coy last Thursday, making 
Harrison the first player to 
miss game time as a pen¬ 
alty under the league's 
revamped policy on such 
collisions. Harrison's agent 
Bill Parise said Tuesday af¬ 
ternoon Harrison has al¬ 
ready filed an appeal and 
expects it to be heard later 
this week by Art Shell or Ted 
Cottrell, jointly appointed 
by the NFL and the players’ 
association to hear such 
cases. 


Continued on Page 21 
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England's Luke 
Donald plays 
his final shot 
on the 18th 
hole to win the 
Race to Dubai 
Trophy during 
the final round 
of Dubai World 
Championship 
golf tournament 
on Sunday, Dec. 
11,2011 in Dubai, 
United Arab 
Emirates. 
Associated 
Press 

Page 20 
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LUNCH SPECIALS storing oi $9,95 


EARLY BIRD SPECIALS stared $14,95 (6-7prn) 


HOUSE SPECIALS r.Miyj d $16,95 


NOW SERVING SUSHI {lunch cind dinner) 


Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel; 586 3888 | Fax: 586 8883 


Djokovic, Kvitova named 
ITF World Champions 



Novak Djokovic capped his incredible season by being named ITF World Champion on 
Tuesday, becoming the first player other than Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal to win the men's 
award since 2003. 

(AP PHOTO) 


LONDON (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic capped his in¬ 
credible season by being 
named ITF World Champion 
on Tuesday, becoming the 
first player other than Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal 
to win the men's award 
since 2003. 

The 24-year-old Serb won 
the Australian Open, 
Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
in a stellar year in which he 
took over as the top-ranked 
player, finishing with 10 titles 
and a 70-6 overall record. 
“Starting with victory in last 
year's Davis Cup final, this 
has been an almost per¬ 
fect 12 months for me,” 
Djokovic said. “I have al¬ 
ways dreamed about be¬ 
coming the best in the 


world, and to have won 
three Grand Slam titles and 
finished the year as No. 1 is 
very special.” 

Petra Kvitova won the 
women’s award after win¬ 
ning Wimbledon and lead¬ 
ing the Czech Republic to 
victory in the Fed Cup, end¬ 
ing a breakthrough year as 
the second-ranked player 
in the world. 

“I will cherish this award, 
which is the cherry on top 
of a wonderful year," said 
the 21-year-old Kvitova, 
who edged out top-ranked 
Caroline Wozniacki — last 
year’s champion — in the 
voting. 

ITF President Francesco 
Ricci Bitti praised Djokovic 
and Kvitova for having 


strong records individually 
and with their countries. 
“Novak's achievements 
this year are remarkable 
in such a strong era for 
men's tennis, while Petra 
has made a major break¬ 
through on the women's 
tour,” Bitti said. 

American twins Bob and 
Mike Bryan were named 
world champions in men's 
doubles for the eighth 
time, while Kveta Peschke 
of the Czech Republic 
and Katarina Srebotnik of 
Slovenia won the award in 
women's doubles. 

The players will receive their 
awards at the annual ITF 
World Champions dinner in 
Paris on June 5, during the 
French Open.Q 


Union head: Avoid ‘rush 
to judgment’ on Braun 


NEW YORK (AP) — Base¬ 
ball’s union head says 
people should wait for all 
the facts before making 
conclusions about NL MVP 
Ryan Braun. 

The Milwaukee Brewers' 
star tested positive for a 
performance-enhancing 
substance and is appeal¬ 
ing to an arbitrator. 

The case is not likely to 
be determined until next 
month at the earliest. If 
the positive test is upheld, 
Braun would face a 50- 
game suspension as a first 
offender. 

Players' association leader 
Michael Weiner says in a 
statement Tuesday that 
the drug agreement is de¬ 
signed to protect a player 
from “a rush to judgment.” 
He adds that “fairness dic¬ 
tates that Ryan Braun be 
treated no differently.”Q 



This Feb. 24, 2011, file photo, 
shows Milwaukee Brewers’ 
Ryan Braun in Phoenix. 


Associated Press 


Powell to race in 
Birmingham Indoors 
in February 

BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) — Jamaican sprinter Asafa 
Powell will race in Birmingham in February as part of his 
winter indoor season ahead of the Olympics in London. 
The former world record-holder in the 100 meters said 
Tuesday “the caliber of athletes there has always been 
strong and if I’m going to be challenging for medals, I 
need to be racing against the best opposition all the way 
up until the Olympics.” 

Powell will run indoors next season for the first time since 
2004 to hone his preparations for the Olympics, where he 
hopes to challenge compatriots Usain Bolt and Yohan 
Blake for gold in the 100. 

The central English city of Birmingham will be the base for 
the Jamaican team in the lead-up to the gamesO 
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Parise, Henrique key Devils’ 


win over Lightning; 


Tampa Bay Lightning center Steven Stamkos (91) gets a shot 
on New Jersey Devils goalie Johan Hedberg, of Sweden, (1) as 
defenseman Alexander Urbom (33) defends during the second 
period of an NHL hockey game, Monday, Dec. 12,2011, in Tam¬ 
pa, Fla. 


The Associated Press 
AP PHOTO/CHRIS O’MEARA 

New Jersey Devils goalie 
Johan Hedberg, of Swe¬ 
den, deflects a shot by 
Tampa Bay Lightning cen¬ 
ter Ryan Shannon (22) 
during the second period 
of an NHL hockey game, 
Monday, Dec. 12, 2011, 
in Tampa, Fla. New Jer¬ 
sey coach Peter DeBoer 
placed a big emphasis on 
an early December game. 
Zach Parise and Adam Hen¬ 
rique both had a goal and 
two assists to lead the Devils 
past the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning 5-4 on Monday night. 
Parise, Henrique and Ilya 
Kovalchuk each scored 
in the second period as 
the Devils broke open a 
tie game after both teams 
scored twice in the first. 
Petr Sykora and Dainius Zu- 
brus had the other goals 
for New Jersey, which 
had lost five of seven. 
“It’s an important game," 
DeBoer said. “I think we're 
both spinning our wheels 
a little bit where we’re sit¬ 
ting in the standings and 
both trying to get some 
traction and move up. 
It was a key two points.” 
Steven Stamkos had two 
goals and an assist for the 
Lightning, losers of seven of 
eight. Steve Downie and 
Blair Jones also scored. 


“We're finding ways to lose 
game right now,” Stamkos 
said. “We showed, obvi¬ 
ously, a lot of character 
like we always do. That 
second period killed us. 
We dug ourselves a whole 
to big to climb out of.” 
Tampa Bay goalie Dwayne 
Roloson was replaced by 
Mathieu Garon early in 
the second after allowing 
three goals on 12 shots. 
“He'll bounce back," 
Lightning coach 

Guy Boucher said. 
Roloson, who helped Tam¬ 
pa Bay reach the 2011 East¬ 
ern Conference finals, has 
struggled this year and has 
played in just three of the 
Lightning’s last 10 games. 
Parise scored 56 seconds 
into the second on an odd- 
man rush to make it 3-2. Af¬ 
ter Kovalchuk had a break¬ 
away goal at 5:42, Henrique 
gave the Devils the three- 
goal advantage during a 
short-handed 2-on-none 
with 6:37 to go in the period. 
Henrique had a seven- 
game points streak (2 
goals, 7 assists) end in Sat¬ 
urday's 2-1 loss to Montreal. 
Parise assisted on two of 
the second-period goals. 
Stamkos had a power- 
play goal at 9:29 of the 
third, and added his 18th 
goal of the season in the 
final minute with the Light- 


5-4 

ning net empty. The cen¬ 
ter had not scored a goal 
in his previous five games. 
Sykora put the Devils up 1-0 
on a backhand rebound 
just 28 seconds into the 
game, ending a personal 
seven-game goal-scoring 
drought. It also gave the 
right wing 39 points (18 
goals, 21 assists) in 39 career 
games against Tampa Bay. 
New Jersey went ahead 
2-0 when Zubrus re-di- 
rected Matt Taormina's 
shot during a power 
play at 5:38 of the first. 
Downie cut the deficit to 
2-1 from the left circle with 
2:26 left in the first. Jones 
pulled Tampa Bay even at 
2-all after skating in from 


the right wing boards and 
beating Johan Hedberg 
with a backhander at 18:54. 
It was Jones' first goal 
in 29 games, dating 
back to Nov. 3, 2010. 


Associated Press 

Hedberg made 32 saves. 
Garon stopped 8 of 10 shots. 
“It was a hard-fought, 
crazy game, at least from 
my standpoint,” Hedberg 
saidO 


Calif commission overturns 
Hopkins’ loss to Dawson 

LOS ANGELES (AP)—The California State Athletic 
Commission has overturned Bernard Hopkins’ sec¬ 
ond-round TKO loss to Chad Dawson in October, 
declaring the bout to be a no-decision. 

The commission's move Tuesday means the 46-year- 
old Hopkins still has never lost a fight by stoppage in 
his 23-year career. 

Referee Pat Russell initially ruled Dawson hadn’t 
fouled Hopkins when he crouched and rose up un¬ 
derneath the leaning champion and shrugged him 
to the canvas at Staples Center. Hopkins said he 
couldn’t continue after separating his shoulder in 
the fall. 

Dawson already kept his light heavyweight title belt 
when the WBC returned it to him five days after the 
fight. The WBC decided the fight was a technical 
draw. 

Hopkins says justice was served by the commission's 
ruling, and he hopes to fight again early next year.Q 
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Donald wins PGA Tour player of the year 


England's Luke Donald holds the Race To Dubai trophy after he wins the European Championship tour of 2011 in final round of Dubai 
World Championship golf tournament on Sunday, Dec. 11, 2011 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. No. 1-ranked Luke Donald made 
history Sunday in becoming the first golfer to win both the American and European money titles, shooting a 6-under 66 to finish third 
at the Dubai World Championship to easily dispense of his nearest rival Rory Mcllroy in the Race to Dubai. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
JACKSONVILLE, Florida 

(AP) —Already No. 1 in the 
world, Luke Donald now is 
No. 1 in the eyes of PGA 
Tour players. 

Donald capped off a sen¬ 
sational season Tuesday by 
winning PGA Tour player 
of the year, the most sig¬ 
nificant of the postseason 
awards because it’s a vote 
of the players. 

He became the first British 
player to win the award 
since it began in 1990. 

“It’s a great honor to cap 
off what has been an 
amazing year for me,” Don¬ 
ald said from the Australian 
Masters in Melbourne. 
“Thank you to all the play¬ 
ers for their votes. There 
was obviously some other 
worthy people to vote for, 
and I guess my overall con¬ 
sistency and having to go 
to Disney and win, and win 
the money list like I did, was 
a deciding factor. 

“I feel very honored at the 
moment." 

Donald won the award 
over Keegan Bradley, Bill 
Haas, Webb Simpson and 
Nick Watney. 

An official familiar with the 
results described it as a 
landslide. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because the tour does not 
release the votes or the or¬ 
der in which the players fin¬ 
ished. 

Bradley, whose two wins 
included the PGA Champi¬ 
onship, was voted rookie of 
the year. 

It was only the fifth time in 
the last two decades that 
the PGA Tour player of the 
year did not win a major. 
Even so, Donald made a 
compelling case, especial¬ 
ly at the end of the year. 

He won two tournaments, 
as much as anyone else this 


year. He won the Vardon 
Trophy for the lowest ad¬ 
justed scoring average. He 
had top 10s in 14 of the 19 
tournaments he played, 
a rate of consistency only 
Tiger Woods has known in 
this era. 

But it still came down to the 
end of the year. 

Simpson won twice in the 
last three months of the 
season, and entered the 
McGladrey Classic to try to 
capture the money title. He 
took over the lead with his 
runner-up finish, and Don¬ 
ald decided to enter the 
season finale at Disney. 
Needing nothing short of a 
win, the 34-year-old from 
England turned in one of 
the best performances of 
the year. Donald began 


the back nine of the final 
round with six straight bird¬ 
ies and closed with a 64 to 
make up a five-shot deficit 
and win by two. 

While only his tour record 
counted for this award, 
Donald last week became 
the first player to win the 
money title on the PGA 
Tour and European Tour in 
the same season. He won 
twice in Europe this year, 
including Europe’s flagship 
event at Wentworth when 
he beat Lee Westwood in a 
playoff to take over as No. 
1 in the world. 

Donald expanded his lead 
in the world ranking the fi¬ 
nal seven months of the 
year. 

He achieved all this with 
moderate length off the 


tee, demonstrating that 
while power helps, it’s not 
the only way in golf. 

“I’ve done a lot of things 
this year that probably not 
a lot of people would have 
given me much chance of 
doing,” 

Donald said. “I think in the 
last 10 or 20 years, the pow¬ 
er game has really taken 
control of golf. But I think 
I've been a little bit of a 
breath of fresh air knowing 
that’s not the only way you 
can be successful. Through 
a good short game, good 
putting, managing your 
game, you can be suc¬ 
cessful in other ways. 

“I think I've proven that 
quite considerably this 
year." 

Still left to prove is winning 


a major. Woods in 2009 
and 2003, Greg Norman in 
1995 and Nick Price in 1993 
were the only players in the 
last 20 years to have won 
PGA Tour player of the year 
without capturing a major 
that year. 

Donald tied for fourth in the 
Masters for his best finish in 
a major. 

“I suppose there’s a little 
bit more pressure, a little bit 
more expectation, in ma¬ 
jors and I need to learn to 
better handle that,” Don¬ 
ald said. “Obviously, this 
year has been a breakout 
year for me in terms of my 
confidence levels, and 
hopefully those confidence 
levels will be carried over to 
next year and will serve me 
well in the majors."□ 
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Seahawks pull away for 30 


13 win over Rams 



Seattle Seahawks running back Marshawn Lynch leaps (24) runs 
against the St. Louis Rams in the second half of an NFL football 
game, Monday, Dec. 12, 2011, in Seattle. The Seahawks won 30- 

Associated Press 


TIM BOOTH 
AP Sports Writer 
SEATTLE (AP) — Seattle’s 
Doug Baldwin showed the 
rest of the NFL what they 
passed up in last April’s 
draft, playing a key role 
in the Seahawks 30-13 win 
over the staggering St. Lou¬ 
is Rams in the NFL on Mon¬ 
day. 

Baldwin, an undrafted rook¬ 
ie, blocked a first-quarter 
punt that was returned by 
Michael Robinson 17 yards 
for a touchdown, then 
caught a 29-yard touch¬ 
down pass from Tarvaris 
Jackson in the third quarter 
as Seattle pulled away. 
Seattle (6-7) won for the 
fourth time in five games 
and kept alive its slim hopes 
for reaching the playoffs — 
a good recovery after a 2-6 
start to the season. 


“As far as my expectations 
go, I expected to be suc¬ 
cessful. I didn't know how 
successful, but I expect¬ 
ed to be able to come 
in here and win a job in 
some capacity, because 
if you don’t have that con¬ 
fidence in yourself you’re 
not going to win a job,” 
Baldwin said. “To be where 
I am now, no I didn’t ex¬ 
pect this. But at the same 
time I'm not satisfied." 
Marshawn Lynch topped 
100 yards rushing for the 
fifth time in six games, finish¬ 
ing with 115 on 23 carries. 
He scored a touchdown in 
his ninth straight game on a 
16-yard run with 2:57 left to 
put away Seattle's 13th win 
in its past 14 games against 
the Rams. 

Lynch celebrated his ninth 
rushing touchdown this 


season, and he tied a fran¬ 
chise record with nine con¬ 
secutive games with a TD. 
Baldwin finished with seven 
catches for 93 yards and 
Steven Hauschka was 3 of 
4 on field goal attempts for 
the Seahawks. 

Sam Bradford started at 
quarterback for St. Louis 
(2-11) despite a nagging 
ankle sprain. He barely 
practiced this week and 
it showed as he was rusty 
and made poor decisions. 
Bradford was 12 of 29 for 
193 yards, was intercepted 
on the first play of the sec¬ 
ond half and nearly picked 
off on a handful of other 
throws. 

Rams tailback Steven Jack- 
son had 50 yards rushing on 
11 carries by halftime, in¬ 
cluding dashes of 11 yards 
twice and 10 yards once. 


13 . 

but disappeared in the 
second half — aside from 
a 50-yard catch-and-run 
on a screen pass — and fin¬ 
ished with 63 yards rushing 
on 20 carries. 


Seattle quarterback Tar¬ 
varis Jackson wasn’t at his 
best, but didn’t need to be. 
He went 21 of 32 for 224 
yards and connected with 
nine receivers.Q 



In this photo taken Thursday, Dec. 8, 2011, trainers tend to 
Cleveland Browns quarterback Colt A/IcCoy after he was hit 
by Pittsburgh Steelers outside linebacker James Harrison in the 
fourth quarter of the NFL football game in Pittsburgh. McCoy 
injured his hand and was wobbled by a hit from Harrison 
during the Steelers’ 14-3 win. Two other Browns sustained 
concussions in the Browns’ 21st loss in 23 games against their 
AFC North rival. Associated Press 


They’ll have to determine 
Harrison's intent when he 
laid out McCoy late in 
the fourth quarter of Pitts¬ 
burgh’s 14-3 victory. The 
2008 NFL Defensive Player 
of the Year was penalized 


for roughing the passer on 
the play and said Monday 
he believed the hit didn’t 
warrant further punish¬ 
ment. 

NFL Executive Vice Presi¬ 
dent Ray Anderson dis- 


HARRISON 

Continued from Page 17 

agreed, pointing out 
the violation marked the 
fifth illegal hit on a quar¬ 
terback by Harrison in 
the last three seasons. 
The four-time Pro Bowler 
has also been fined on 
two other occasions for 
unnecessary roughness 
over the same period. 
Though Harrison hasn't 
been fined for such a hit in 
over a year, he was con¬ 
sidered a repeat offender 
under the 2011 League 
Policies for Players manual, 
leading to the suspension. 
Harrison, who has been 
highly critical of the 
league’s crackdown on vi¬ 
cious hits, thanked his fans 
for their support on his Twit¬ 
ter account after the sus¬ 
pension was levied, add¬ 
ing, “I'm just going to move 
on from here and get 


ready for my next game.” 
Barring a successful ap¬ 
peal, that won’t be until 
the Steelers (10-3) face 
St. Louis on Christmas Eve. 
Harrison has maintained 
the hit didn't warrant any 
punishment other than 
the 15-yard penalty, say¬ 
ing Monday it was obvi¬ 
ous to him that McCoy 
“chucked and ducked.” 
The Browns were driving 
in Pittsburgh territory with 
less than 6 minutes to play 
when McCoy took a snap 
and dropped back to pass 
before tucking the ball 
to escape the pass rush. 
Harrison, who had 
been in coverage, ap¬ 
proached quickly. Mc¬ 
Coy pulled up just be¬ 
fore Harrison arrived and 
flipped the ball to running 
back Montario Hardesty. 
Harrison lowered his hel¬ 
met and smacked McCoy 
in the facemask just af¬ 
ter the pass was released. 


sending the second-year 
quarterback to the ground. 
McCoy laid on the ground 
for several moments be¬ 
fore slowly getting up and 
walking to the sideline. He 
returned a few plays later 
to throw a game-clinching 
end zone interception then 
developed concussion¬ 
like symptoms following 
the game, leading the NFL 
Players Association to rep¬ 
resentatives to Cleveland 
to look into how the team 
handled McCoy’s injury. 
While Harrison believed he 
should have been flagged 
but not suspended, the 
Steelers pledged to press 
onward even if it means 
being without their All- 
Pro linebacker for next 
Monday night’s game 
at San Francisco (10-3). 
“We’re disappointed for 
James because we know 
how hard he’s worked 
to play within the rules,” 
coach Mike Tomlin said. □ 
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Whirling 


Rooms 



By: Dr Carlos Viana 


With my eyes closed my 
airplane instructor twists 
and turns the plane so that 
it is not flying level. This is a 
classic “unusual attitude” 
training every pilot needs 
to repeat to stay a safe 
pilot. I groan as I fight to 
keep from vomiting my 
breakfast. “OK, open your 
eyes and straighten the air¬ 
craft”, orders my instructor. 

I open my eyes to find my 
instructor has covered my 
airplane instruments. Not 
good my instincts scream. 
Facing out to sea I cannot 
tell the difference between 
sky and ocean and my 
brain is telling me we are 
turning left. 

The seconds tick 
off as I try to adjust the air¬ 
craft to what I feel is going 
on. “Now”, I say implying 
that I think I have control 
of the airplane to my in¬ 
structor as he uncovers my 
airplane instruments. As I 
look at my instruments. I am 
headed into the ground 
turning slowly in a classic 
flying problem, called the 
“graveyard spiral”. 

I have done this 
maneuver before and I 
know that in a spinning 
cockpit I have to trust my 
instruments even though 
my sense of balance, com¬ 
ing from my middle ear is 
telling me different. I line up 
the plane according to my 


instruments and start feel¬ 
ing a sensation of whirling 
or tilting that causes a loss 
of balance, a dizziness that 
puts my stomach wanting 
to give up breakfast. “Ver¬ 
tigo”, I complain as my in¬ 
structor intently watches to 
make sure I have regained 
composure of both the 
plane and myself. 

Vertigo from Latin 
that means “whirling about” 
describes a medical con¬ 
dition in which somebody 
feels the sensation of dizzi¬ 
ness with the room spinning. 
Dizziness is an indistinct term 
which describes a variety 
of conditions ranging from 
lightheadedness, unsteadi¬ 
ness to vertigo and spans 
a large range of symptoms. 
These symptoms range from 
the most dramatic, vertigo, 
to the least severe, imbal¬ 
ance. Included in these 
feelings is fainting, which 
results in a loss of conscious¬ 
ness. As a private pilot I 
know it is the sensory system 
located in the inner ear that 
helps the body to maintain 
balance. Balance in the hu¬ 
man body is coordinated 
by the brainstem, which 
collects information from 
other parts of the brain and 
sensory organs throughout 
the body. The sensory or¬ 
gans that play critical roles 
relaying information to the 
brain-stem include the skin, 
eyes, muscles and joints, 
and the vestibular system 
in the inner ear. Dizziness 
may result with dysfunction 
in any of these components 
or in the nerves that con¬ 


nect them. 

French physician 
Prosper Meniere described 
Meniere’s disease as hav¬ 
ing four particular symp¬ 
toms: vertigo lasting for an 
hour or more, but less than 
24 hours; ringing or buzzing 
sounds in the ear; feeling 
of pressure or fullness in the 
ear; and some hearing loss. 
Some people are affected 
in both ears; others just one 
ear. Onset of Meniere’s 
is sometimes related to 
stress. Regular medicine 
usually looks for problems 
with the inner ear for dizzy 
symptoms. However, most 
people that we see have 
been dizzy for more than a 
couple of days. 

As a Traditional Chi¬ 
nese Medical (TCM) phy¬ 
sician I know the liver is in¬ 
volved in many problems 
with dizziness. The liver de¬ 
toxifies our blood and an 
overworked liver produces 
a condition that we call 
“liver fire”; whose symp¬ 
toms are dizziness, pain on 
the sides of the head at 
the temples, a sensation 
that you are choking, heart 
palpitations, and stomach 
upset. People with liver fire 
usually have a green hue 
around their mouths, wake 
up around 3:00am and get 
angry easily. Lifestyle choic¬ 
es, including eating pro¬ 
cessed foods, taking phar¬ 
maceutical or other drugs, 
working or living with chem¬ 
icals, bombardment of 
EMF’s (electrometric fields) 
and not getting enough 
exercise all contribute to 


our toxic overload, making 
it impossible for our livers to 
work efficiently. 

Interestingly, his¬ 
torically this condition was 
known here in Aruba and 
was called ‘madder”. TCM 
views a healthy Liver as 
“The General” who sends 
energy in the form of fluid to 
various parts of the body. If 
the General’s “palace,” the 
liver, is on fire, the chain of 
command is broken. Men¬ 
strual flow becomes heavy 
or “reckless” and menstru¬ 
al problems; bladder and 
painful lower stomachs 
develop. Although, sexual 
desire drops, satisfying sex¬ 
ual activity is a great way 
to help “calm” the Liver. In 
our clinic we have found 
acupuncture treatments 
to be fantastic in improv¬ 
ing a “hot” Liver, therefore 
helping dizzy symptoms. 
Milk Thistle, Astragalus root, 
Black Cohosh root, Don 
Cuai Root, Red Clover and 
Rhodiola root as well as 
Evening Primrose Oil are 
beneficial herbs and oils for 
the liver. You improve liver 
function by slowing down 
alcohol consumption, ex¬ 
ercising and eating natural 
food that is good for your 
metabolic type and pre¬ 
pare food that has not 
been fried, helps dramati¬ 
cally. 

Get The Point! 
Modern life can affect our 
body’s equilibrium, par¬ 
ticularly because of the 
toxins we are exposed to 
every day in our air, water 
and food. Additionally, 


sedentary lifestyle, chemi¬ 
cals, medicines, electro¬ 
metric fields from comput¬ 
ers, electrical transformers 
and cell phone towers all 
affect our balance. The 
right diet, acupuncture and 
herbs can help our body re¬ 
gain control of the spinning 
room. 

After you and you 
have explored possible in¬ 
fections of your inner ear, 
ruled out anemia, brain tu¬ 
mors, stroke, migraines, epi¬ 
lepsy, or multiple sclerosis, 
all which may result in feel¬ 
ings of dizziness; come in 
to have a TCM liver evalu¬ 
ation. Let us help you cool 
the fire in your body’s pal¬ 
ace and stop the whirling 
room. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of the 
Latin American Committee 
of the International Acad¬ 
emy of Oral Medicine and 
Toxicology (IAOMT), a Re¬ 
juvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA HEAL¬ 
ING CENTER, Kibaima 7 -TEL: 
585-1270 Web Site: www. 
vianaheal.com 

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH: 
Gift Certificates and Or¬ 
ganic Products available at 
Viana Center. □ 
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New operating system for space: High-tech tycoons 


DONNA BLANKINSHIP 
SETH BORENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — The tycoons 
of cyberspace are looking 
to bankroll America’s re¬ 
surgence in outer space, 
reviving “Star Trek” dreams 
that first interested them in 
science. 

Microsoft co-founder Paul 
Allen made the latest step 
Tuesday, unveiling plans for 
a new commercial space¬ 
ship that, instead of blasting 
off a launch pad, would be 
carried high into the atmo¬ 
sphere by the widest plane 
ever built before it fires its 
rockets. 

He joins Silicon Valley pow¬ 
erhouses Elon Musk of Pay¬ 
Pal and Jeff Bezos of Ama¬ 
zon in a new private space 
race that attempts to fill the 
gap left when the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment ended the space 
shuttle program. 

Musk, whose Space Ex¬ 
ploration Technologies will 
send its Dragon capsule to 
dock with the International 
Space Station in Febru¬ 
ary, will provide the cap¬ 
sule and booster rocket 
for Allen’s venture, which is 
called Stratolaunch. Bezos 
is building a rival private 
spaceship. 

Allen is working with aero¬ 
space pioneer Burt Rutan, 
who collaborated with the 
tycoon in 2004 to win a $10 
million prize for the first flight 
of a private spaceship that 
went into space but not or¬ 
bit. Allen says his enormous 
airplane and spaceship 
system will go to “the next 
big step: a private orbital 
space platform business.” 
The new system is “a radi¬ 
cal change” in how peo¬ 
ple can get to space, and 
it will “keep America at the 
forefront of space explora¬ 
tion,” Allen said. 

Their plane will have a 
380-foot( 116-meter) wing¬ 
span — longer than a foot¬ 
ball field and wider than 
the biggest aircraft ever, 
Howard Hughes' Spruce 
Goose. 

It will launch a space 
capsule equipped with a 
booster rocket, which will 
send the spacecraft into 
orbit. This method saves 
money by not using rocket 
fuel to get off the ground. 
The spaceship may hold as 
many as six people. 



Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen, right, shakes hands with former NASA Administrator Mike Griffin 
as aerospace pioneer Burt Rutan looks on following a news conference Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011, in 
Seattle. 

Associated Press 


“When I was growing up, 
America’s space program 
was the symbol of aspira¬ 
tion,” said Allen, who men¬ 
tioned his love of science 
fiction and early human 
spaceflights. “For me, the 
fascination with space nev¬ 
er ended. I never stopped 
dreaming what might be 
possible.” 

Allen is not alone in having 


such dreams, and the mon¬ 
ey to gamble on making 
them come true. 

Bezos set up the secretive 
private space company 
Blue Origin, which has re¬ 
ceived $3.7 million in NASA 
start-up funds to develop a 
rocket to carry astronauts. 
Its August flight test ended 
in failure. 

“Space was the inspiration 


that got people into high- 
tech ... at least individuals in 
their 40s and 50s," said Pe¬ 
ter Diamandis, who created 
the space prize Allen won 
earlier and is a high-tech 
mogul-turned space busi¬ 
ness leader himself. “Now 
they’re coming full circle.” 
Diamandis helped found a 
company that sends tour¬ 
ists to space for at least $25 


million a ride, and seven 
of the eight rides involved 
high-tech executives living 
out their space dreams. 
One is a former Micro¬ 
soft colleague of Allen’s, 
Charles Simonyi, who paid 
at least $20 million apiece 
for two rides into orbit and 
attended Allen's Tuesday 
news conference, saying 
he wouldn't mind a third 
flight. 

“Space has a draw for hu¬ 
manity,” not just high-tech 
billionaires, Simonyi said, 
but he acknowledged that 
most people don’t have 
the cash to take that trip. 
Space experts welcome 
the burst of high-tech inter¬ 
est in a technology that 50 
years ago spurred the de¬ 
velopment of computers. 
“Space travel the way we 
used to do it has a ‘50s and 
‘60s ring to it,” said retired 
George Washington Uni¬ 
versity space policy profes¬ 
sor John Logsdon. “These 
guys have a vision of revi¬ 
talizing a sector that makes 
it 21st century.” 

But Logsdon said the size of 
the capsule and rocket go¬ 
ing to space seemed kind 
of small to him, only carry¬ 
ing 13,000 poundsO 
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Stock gains fade as Fed warns of market strains 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A late 
afternoon slide pulled 
stock indexes lower after 
the Federal Reserve held 
off on any new steps to 
boost the economy. The 
Fed cautioned that strains 
in global financial markets 
still pose a danger, a nod 
to Europe’s debt crisis. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 66.45 points, 
or 0.6 percent, to close 
at 11,954.94. The Dow 
dropped more than 70 
points in the last hour of 
trading and had risen as 
high as 126 points earlier 
Tuesday after two strong 
auctions of European debt. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell 10.74 points, or 
0.9 percent, to 1,225.73. 
The Nasdaq composite fell 
32.99 points, or 1.3 percent, 
to 2,579.27. 

The Federal Reserve por¬ 
trayed the U.S. economy 
as slightly healthier but 
cautioned that it remains 
vulnerable to the European 
debt crisis. “Strains in global 
financial markets continue 
to pose significant down¬ 
side risks to the economic 
outlook,” the Fed said. 
Stock indexes turned lower 
after the Fed released its 
policy statement at 2:15 
p.m. 

Stocks had been higher for 
most of the day after the 
Spanish government was 
able to sell short-term debt 
at much lower interest rates 
compared with a month 
ago, a signal that markets 
are becoming less fearful 
about the government's 
ability to repay its debt. 

In its first sale of short-term 
bills, the European Finan¬ 
cial Stability Fund raised 
1.9 billion euros ($2.6 billion) 
from investors at an aver¬ 
age rate of 0.22 percent. 
That’s below the rate Ger¬ 
many pays for the similar 
bills. “This is an amazing 
success,” Carl Weinberg, 
chief economist at High 
Frequency Economics, 
wrote in a note to clients. 
The Dow sank 162 points 
Monday when Moody's 
and Fitch warned that the 
fiscal agreement reached 
last week among European 
leaders fell far short of what 



Tony Zingale, center. Chairman and CEO of Jive Software, celebrates his company's IPO at Nasdaq, 
Tuesday, Dec. 13,2011 in New York. Jive, headquartered in Palo Alto, Calif., makes Facebook-type 
social networks for business. Robert Greifeld, right, is the CEO of Nasdaq-OMX Stock Market, Inc. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


nancial stocks have fared 
the worst, 21 percent. 

The euro sank 1 percent 
against the dollar, putting 
the European currency at 
its lowest level since Janu¬ 
ary. 

The Vix, a measure of stock 
market volatility, fell to 25 
and has dropped 8 percent 
so far this month. The index 
remained above 30 from 
early August until last week. 
Hoyle said a sustained fall 
in the Vix usually is followed 
by a rise in stock prices. The 
recent trend “sets us up for 
a little Santa Claus rally be¬ 
tween now and the end of 
the year.” 

In other corporate news: 

— Pfizer Inc. gained 1.8 
percent, the most of the 30 
companies in the Dow. The 
drugmaker said it plans to 
buy back up to $10 billion 
of its own stock.Q 


was needed to contain 
that region’s debt crisis. 
Barring any big news out of 
Europe, stocks are likely to 
be stuck in a range for the 
rest of the week, said Tim 
Hoyle, director of research 
at Haverford Investments. 
Trying to guess which way 
the market is going to go 
any day is a “fool’s errand,” 
he said. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported Tuesday 
that retail sales rose for the 
sixth straight month in No¬ 
vember. Sales increased 
just 0.2 percent, below what 
analysts had expected. But 
the government also re¬ 
vised the previous month’s 
slightly higher. Hoyle called 
that the encouraging part. 
“It reassures you that the 
economy is going in the 
right direction," Hoyle said. 
Consumer discretionary 
stocks fell more than the 
rest of the market. Electron¬ 
ics retailer Best Buy plunged 
15 percent. The company 
said its third-quarter in¬ 
come sank 29 percent as 
it cut prices on tablets and 
TVs to drive sales and traf¬ 
fic during the busy holiday 
season. 

Utility stocks, tradition¬ 
ally a play for safety, were 
the only industry group in 
the S&P 500 that rose. The 
group has gained 10 per¬ 
cent this year, far better 
than any other industry. Fi- 


Olympus faces earnings 
deadline, ex-CEO in town 



Olympus Corp.'s camera and lenses are displayed at a store in Tokyo. The Japanese camera and 
medical equipment maker vowed Wednesday to go after erring executives involved in an elabo¬ 
rate scheme to hide $1.5 billion of investment losses in one of Japan's biggest corporate scandals. 

(AP Photo/Koji Sasahara) 


TOKYO (AP) — Olympus Corp. faces a 
deadline to report earnings to avert delist¬ 
ing after a whistle-blower 
questioned fees and acquisitions that later 
turned out to be part of a scheme to hide 
$1.5 billion in investment losses. 

The Japanese camera and medical equip¬ 
ment maker must submit its latest earnings 


report by Wednesday if it hopes to remain 
listed on the Tokyo Stock Exchange. 
Former President and Chief Executive Mi¬ 
chael Woodford, 
fired after blowing the whistle, 
is in Tokyo to meet investors and legisla¬ 
tors, and to try to lead a turnaround at 
OlympusO 
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Panel told that ex-MF Global boss could have known 


DANIEL WAGNER 
MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

financial-exchange execu¬ 
tive said Tuesday that Jon 
Corzine might have known 
that MF Global tapped cli¬ 
ents’ money to lend to a 
European affiliate of the 
firm. 

CME Group Inc. Executive 
Chairman Terrence Duffy 
told a Senate panel he 
had received information 
that Corzine knew about a 
transfer of $175 million from 
customer accounts. 
Corzine, a former U.S. sena¬ 
tor, has testified that he did 
not know any customer 
money was missing until 
Oct. 30, the day before MF 
Global became the eighth- 
largest bankruptcy in U.S. 
history. About $1.2 billion of 
customer money was un¬ 
accounted for when the 
company collapsed. 
According to Duffy, an 
MF Global employee told 
a CME auditor that “Mr. 
Corzine was aware” of the 
loan. 

Duffy told the Senate Ag¬ 
riculture Committee that 
he has referred the matter 
to the Justice Department 
and the Commodity Fu¬ 
tures Trading Commission, 
which are investigating 
MF Global’s failure. Duffy 
said he received the infor¬ 
mation last weekend from 
CME Group attorneys who 
are investigating the mat¬ 
ter. 

MF Global traded on ex¬ 
changes managed by 
CME Group. 

Brokerage firms are re¬ 
quired to keep client mon¬ 
ey separate from company 
funds. Depending on the 
circumstances, transferring 
money from customers’ 
accounts could violate se¬ 
curities laws and, in some 
cases, could amount to a 
crime. 

A Corzine representative 



From left. Former MF Global Holdings Ltd. Chairman and CEO 
Jon Corzine, MF Global Holdings Ltd. President and COO Bradley 
Abelow, and MF Global Holdings Ltd. CFO Henri Steenkamp, tes¬ 
tify on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011, before 
the Senate Agriculture Committee. 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 


had no immediate com¬ 
ment on the allegation. 
Corzine rose from Gold¬ 
man Sachs’ trading floor to 
become co-chairman of 
that firm, before serving as 
a senator and then gover¬ 


nor of New Jersey. After be¬ 
coming CEO of MF Global 
in March 2010, he tried to 
transform the futures bro¬ 
kerage into a full-fledged 
investment bank. 

MF Global failed after a ca¬ 


lamitous bet on European 
debt spooked its investors, 
trading partners and cli¬ 
ents. Corzine resigned as 
CEO last month. 
EarlierTuesday, Corzine told 
senators he once served 
with that he never told any¬ 
one to “misuse” customer 
money that vanished when 
MF Global collapsed this 
fall.Senators demanded 
that Corzine and two other 
executives from the securi¬ 
ties firm explain who autho¬ 
rized the transfer of money 
in the days before the firm 
became the eighth-largest 
bankruptcy in U.S. history. 

“I never gave any instruc¬ 
tion to anyone at MF Global 
to misuse customer funds,” 
Corzine said. 

Bradley Abelow, the firm’s 
president and chief op¬ 
erating officer, and Henri 


Steenkamp, the chief finan¬ 
cial officer, also tried at the 
hearing to distance them¬ 
selves from any decision to 
transfer customers' money. 
All three witnesses said they 
do not know where the 
missing money is. Yet their 
phrasing varied in subtle 
ways that could have legal 
distinctions. 

Corzine said he did not di¬ 
rect anyone to “misuse” cli¬ 
ents' money. 

Abelow said he does not 
recall “any conversation 
about customer funds be¬ 
ing used for anything other 
than their intended pur¬ 
pose.” 

Steenkamp’s stance was 
more sweeping. He said he 
did not “authorize, approve 
or know of any transfers of 
customer funds” out of their 
accounts. □ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Coat or shawl 

5 Bird bills 

10 Likelihood 

14 King’s 
vestment 

15 “Little Orphan 

16 Actress Garr 

17 “_old 

cowhand from 
the Rio...” 

18 Imprint at the 
top of business 
stationery 

20 Four and six 

21 Charitable gifts 

22 Row of shrubs 

23 Rot 

25 Man’s title 

26 Drunk 

28 and Gretel” 

31 _over; 
delivers 

32 Spanish friend 

34 Get-up-and-go 

36 Heron’s cousin 

37 Escapes 

38 Whitecap, e.g. 

39 Prefix with stop 
or specific 

40 Actress Sally 

41 Less colorful 

42 Female monster 

44 Hoodwink 

45 Ooh and 
express delight 

46 Hooded jacket 

47 Tips one’s hat 
in respect 

50 In the 
healthy 

51 Facial twitch 

54 Joined to no 

one 

57 One of Michael 
Jackson’s 
brothers 

58 Highest point 

59 Cost 

60 “Do _ 
others...” 

61 Malicious look 

62 Mary _ Moore 

63 Personalities 

DOWN 

1 Legal order 


2 Italy’s capital 

3 Deserting 

4 Writing 
instrument 

5 Romantic song 

6 Foe 

7 Crawling bugs 

8 Doctor’s bag 

9 Look at 

10 Significant 
partners 

11 Owner’s paper 

12 Boring situation 

13 Faction 

19 Huge homed 
beast, for short 
21 Experts 

24 Finishes 

25 Droops 

26 Part of the leg 

27 Forbidden 

28 Hurried 

29 Analyzing and 
rating 

30 Dwelt 

32 Frothy drinks 

33 Ferrer or Blanc 
35 French mother 
37 Trout or turbot 


38 _ off with; 
steal 

40 Banquet 

41 Make coffee 

43 Roof beam 

44 Temper; anger 

46 Portion 

47 Twofold 

48 In the past 


49 Renown 

50 Hockey’s _ 
Esposito 

52 “Tell _ the 
marines!” 

53 Pigeon sounds 

55 Likely 

56 Sob 

57 Weekday: abbr. 































































































































































































































































































































































































































Atheist messages displace 
U.S. park nativity scenes 
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A sign with an Atheist message is on display along Ocean Avenue at Palisades Park in Santa 
Monica, Calif. Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011. Most of the Christmas nativity scenes that local churches 
had placed in a Southern California coastal park for nearly six decades have been displaced by 
non-believers and the churches say it was a coordinated attack. But atheists got all but three of 
the spaces this year because of a new lottery system. The coalition got two spots and one went to 
Isaac Levitansky of Chabad Channukah Menorah. 

(AP Photo/Ringo H.W. Chiu) 


SANTA MONICA, California 
(AP) — Atheist messages 
have displaced most of the 
Christmas nativity scenes 
that local churches had 
placed in a California park 
for nearly six decades, and 
the churches say it was a 
coordinated attack. 

Local churches have tradi¬ 
tionally claimed 14 of the 
21 display spaces to illus¬ 
trate the story of the birth 
of Jesus Christ. 

But atheists got all but three 
of the spaces this year be¬ 
cause of a new lottery sys¬ 
tem. 

“Our belief is that these 
new applicants have been 
working together to dis¬ 
place and push out the na¬ 
tivity scenes from the park, 
rather than erecting a full 
display of their own," said 
Hunter Jameson, a spokes¬ 
man for a coalition of the 
city’s churches. 

The Santa Monica Daily 
Press reported that church¬ 
es had little or no compe¬ 
tition for the spaces during 
the past 57 years. This year, 
13 people bid for spaces, 
prompting City Hall to use 
a random lottery system to 
allot the spots. 

Two individuals got 18 
spaces. One person can 


request a maximum of nine. 
Damon Vix is behind the ef¬ 
fort. 

Last year, he put up a sign 
quoting Thomas Jefferson: 
“Religions are all alike — 
founded on fables and my¬ 
thologies.” There were also 
selections on U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions about the 
importance of separating 
church and state. 

Vix now helps other atheists 
populate the park spaces, 
including American Athe¬ 
ists Inc. and the Freedom 
From Religion Foundation. 
Secularists feel a need to 
be more vocal and express 
their civil rights, he said. 

“For 60 years, it's almost 
exclusively been the point 
of view of Christians put¬ 
ting up nativity scenes for a 
whole city block,” Vix said. 
Jameson pushed the city to 
give “local preference” in 


awarding the spaces, since 
Dix doesn’t live in Santa 
Monica. 

City Attorney Marsha Mout- 
rie wrote, however, that the 
Christmas displays cross the 
boundary into First Amend¬ 
ment free speech rights, 
which know no geographi¬ 
cal boundaries. 

“Everyone has equal rights 
to use the streets and parks 
for expressive activities, ir¬ 
respective of residency," 
Moutrie wrote. □ 
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£31 SCIENCE 


New generation GPS satellite starts tests in U.S. 


DAN ELLIOTT 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — A $5.5 bil¬ 
lion upgrade to the Global 
Positioning System moved 
a step closer to launch this 
week when a prototype ar¬ 
rived at a Lockheed Martin 
complex in Colorado to 
begin months of tests. It's 
the guinea pig for a new 
generation of GPS satel¬ 
lites, called Block III, that's 
expected to make military 
and civilian receivers more 
accurate, powerful and re¬ 
liable. They're also part of 
an international effort to al¬ 
low civilian receivers to use 
signals from U.S., European, 
Russian and perhaps other 
satellite navigation systems. 


MXi 


GPS has become ubiqui¬ 
tous in American civilian 
and military life, with hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of re¬ 
ceivers in cars, and weap¬ 
ons systems. Financial sys¬ 
tems use GPS receivers to 
get precise time stamps 
for transactions, relying on 
the atomic clocks onboard 
the satellites. The Air Force 
Space Command over¬ 
sees the U.S. GPS satellites 
and ground control systems 
from its headquarters at Pe¬ 
terson Air Force Base, Colo¬ 
rado. 

The Block III satellites are 
expected to allow military 
and civilian users to deter¬ 
mine their position within 3 
feet (almost 1 meter), com¬ 


pared with 10 feet (3 me¬ 
ters) with current technol¬ 
ogy, according to the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office. 
Higher-powered signals 
from Block III satellites are 
expected to be harder to 
jam and easier for receiv¬ 
ers to tune in, especially in 
urban canyons or under 
thick tree canopies. 

The U.S. and other coun¬ 
tries have agreed to make 
a new, common frequency 
available to civilians. That 
means civilian receivers 
could calculate their posi¬ 
tion from a number of dif¬ 
ferent satellite navigation 
systems. The Block III proto¬ 
type arrived at Lockheed 


Martin's Waterton Canyon 
complex south of Denver 
on Monday. Workers will do 
final assembly work on the 
prototype and then run it 
through a gantlet of tests, 
including extreme temper¬ 
atures to mimic conditions 
in space and measure¬ 


ments to see whether the 
satellite’s radio frequencies 
interfere with each other. 
The prototype will not be 
launched into space. The 
first flight model is expected 
to arrive at Waterton Can¬ 
yon next summer and be 
launched in May 2014.Q 
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New data said to narrow 
hunt for ‘God’ particle 

JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 

GENEVA (AP) — Scientists hunting for an elusive subatomic 
particle say they've found “intriguing hints" — but not de¬ 
finitive proof — that it exists, narrowing down the search 
for what is believed to be a basic component of the uni¬ 
verse. The researchers added that they hope to reach a 

conclusion on whether the 
particle exists by next year. 
The latest data show that 
the mass of the Higgs boson 
— popularly referred to as 
the “God particle” — prob¬ 
ably falls in the lower end 
of the spectrum of mass 
that can be produced by 
smashing protons together 
in the huge Large Hadron 
Collider, researchers from 
two independent teams 
said Tuesday. The two teams 
said their data indicates the 
particle itself may have a 
mass of between roughly 
114 and 130 billion electron 
volts. One billion electron 
volts is roughly the mass of a 
proton. The most likely mass 
of the Higgs boson is around 
124 to 126 billion electron 
volts, the teams said. 

Until Tuesday, the most likely 
mass was seen as between 
114 and 141 billion electron 
volts. □ 
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Stephanopoulos to replace 
Amanpour at ‘This Week’ 


Man arrested in 
Kiss singer’s website 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — George 
Stephanopoulos is return¬ 
ing to Sunday mornings at 
ABC News, replacing Chris- 
tiane Amanpour as host of 
the political talk show “This 
Week.” 

ABC said Tuesday that 
Stephanopoulos, who re¬ 
turns Jan. 8, will remain as 
host of “Good Morning 
America,” although likely 
on a four-day schedule. 
Amanpour, meanwhile, en¬ 
ters an unusual job-sharing 
role where she will become 
ABC’s global affairs an¬ 
chor, contributing to prime¬ 
time shows on world news, 
while also being host of a 
daily show on CNN Interna¬ 
tional. 

“This role is groundbreak¬ 
ing, bold and very differ¬ 
ent,” Amanpour said. “I am 
thrilled and honored.” 
Critics wondered from the 
start whether the Iranian- 
born Amanpour, a veteran 
foreign correspondent for 
CNN, was a good fit for a 
panel show dominated by 
American politics. 

It hasn’t budged from third 
place behind NBC’s “Meet 
the Press” and a resurgent 
“Face the Nation" on CBS, 
with the ABC show down 1 
percent in ratings from last 
year. 

Amanpour’s reporting con¬ 
nections in the Middle East 
served ABC News particu¬ 
larly well during the Arab 
spring, 

and she scored an exclu¬ 
sive interview with then- 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in February. 

But the dawning of an 
American election year 
seemed to serve her com¬ 
petitors, old Washington 
hands Bob Schieffer at CBS 
and David Gregory at NBC, 
better. 

The Sunday morning show 
was much stronger in the 
ratings behind Stepha¬ 
nopoulos, who was host 
from 2002 to 2010. 

ABC moved him to New 
York and “Good Morning 
America," which has done 
well in the ratings by team¬ 
ing him with Robin Roberts. 



In this Dec. 5, 2011 photo, 
ABC News correspondent 
Christianne Amanpour poses 
at the New York Premiere of 
“In The Land Of Blood and 
Honey,” a film written and 
directed by Angelina Jolie. 

Associated Press 


Amanpour said she was 
looking forward to getting 
back out to do more in¬ 
ternational reporting and 
speaking to a worldwide 
audience on CNN, where 
she worked for more than 
two decades. 

“Christiane Amanpour has 
been synonymous with in¬ 
ternational repo8rting and 
with CNN for many years,” 
said Jim Walton, president 
of CNN Worldwide. “We 
could not be happier that 
through this unique ar¬ 
rangement with ABC News 
her experience and global 
perspective are returning 
to a nightly news broad¬ 
cast for our international 
audience. ”□ 



In this file photo taken Aug. 14, 
2011, Gene Simmons arrives at 
the Do Something Awards, in 
Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


GREG RISLING 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A man 

affiliated with a hacking 
group was arrested Tues¬ 
day on federal charges for 
an attack on a website be¬ 
longing to Kiss bassist Gene 
Simmons, authorities said. 
Kevin Poe was indicted in 
Los Angeles on two counts: 
conspiracy and unauthor¬ 
ized impairment of a pro¬ 
tected computer. 

Poe made his initial ap¬ 
pearance in court in Hart¬ 
ford, Connecticut and was 
released on $10,000 bond. 
If convicted of both charg¬ 
es, the Manchester man 
faces up to 15 years in pris¬ 
on. 

An email message left for 
deputy federal public de¬ 
fender Deirdre Murray was 
not immediately returned. 
Poe and others linked to 
the Anonymous hacking 
group conducted a “de¬ 
nial of service” 
attack over a five-day pe¬ 
riod last October against 
Simmons' computer sys¬ 
tems, sending tens of 
thousands of electronic 
requests designed to over¬ 
load the server and ren¬ 
der www.GeneSimmons. 
com useless. 

Poe used a computer pro¬ 
gram favored by Anony¬ 
mous that sends extremely 
large requests over a net¬ 
work in an attempt to over¬ 
whelm a target computer, 
according to the indict¬ 
ment. 

Authorities didn't say why 
Simmons was targeted, 
but he made comments 
against copyright infringe¬ 
ment at a convention in 
Cannes, France, days be¬ 
fore the cyber attack. 

No other arrests have been 
made. 

Anonymous' targets have 
included MasterCard, 

Visa and the Church of 
Scientology. The group 
has turned its focus to law 
enforcement, intelligence 
and military-related sites. 
Representatives for Sim¬ 
mons declined comment. 
The 62-year-old rocker was 
at a courthouse Tuesday 
for jury duty, according to 
his Twitter account. □ 


Radio City Christmas Spectacular at 
Radio City Music Hall in New York 



In this Nov. 9, 2011 image released by MSG Entertainment, a scene is shown from the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall in New York. 

Associated Press 

Rockettes waving from a 
double-decker tourist bus; 
a stageful of Santas, in the 
flesh and reproduced on 
screen, for “Here Comes 
Santa Claus.” 

The show is adjusted for the 
21st century through a 3D 
action video in which Rock¬ 
ettes kick off against the 
gift-grabbing Humbugs. 
Santa's workshop also has 
a new look, but one fitted 
for the past, 

an industrial age assembly 
that reminds you of Charlie 
Chaplin’s “Modern Times” 
(or the set for “Wheel of 
Fortune”).□ 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — This 
year’s Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular gets straight 
to the point: No organ 
overtures or speeches. In¬ 
stead, the curtain rises to 
the sights and sounds of 
the Rockettes as reindeer, 
the opening of an efficient 
90-minute show. 

Charles Edward Hall, in his 
25th year as Santa, again 
presides, comfortably in 
character with his padded 
costume and cushiony 
voice, his chuckle warm as 
ever as he declares — and 


he's probably lost count 
how many times he's said 
it — that the Christmas spirit 
keeps getting “better and 
better.” 

Director-choreographer 
Linda Haberman has made 
a few changes, 
but kept in most of the mu¬ 
sical numbers that kids and 
grownups count on: The 
“Nutcracker" minisuite, a 
bit mellow for the grandeur 
of Radio City Music Hall; 
the long, creaking collapse 
of the Rockettes as wood¬ 
en soldiers, with the clever 
touch of a pillow placed 
at the end of the line; the 
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Theron reveals monstrously funny side in ‘Adult’ 


JAKE COYLE more in common than he 


In this image released by NBC, co-host Ann Curry, left, talks with actress Charlize Theron about her 
new movie “Young Adult” on the “Today” show, Friday, Dec. 9, 2011 in New York. 

Associated Press 


AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jason 
Reitman was under the 
same impression many are 
of Charlize Theron. He knew 
she was a fiercely talented 
actress, prone to burying 
her stunning beauty be¬ 
hind gritty, intense perfor¬ 
mances like her Academy 
Award-winning one as a 
murderous prostitute in 
2003's “Monster.” 

Then she told him a dirty 
joke. Theron approached 
Reitman at last year’s Os¬ 
cars to tell him how much 
she liked his then recent 
film “Up in the Air” and that 
she’d love to work with him. 
“I got a tap on the shoulder 
and I turn around and it’s ... 
Charlize Theron," recalls Re¬ 
itman. “I was really under¬ 
standably intimated." 

But when Theron, already 
a few drinks into the night, 
revealed a more depraved 
sense of humor than her 
image would suggest, Re¬ 
itman realized they had 


LAURA CRIMALDI 
Associated Press 
NEWPORT, Rhode Island 
(AP) — Reality star Richard 
Hatch, who was freed this 
week from prison on a tax 
evasion sentence tied to 
his $1 million “Survivor" win¬ 
nings, said Tuesday that he 
is hoping for a new reality 
show about his relationship 
with the children conceived 
from his sperm donations. 
Hatch, 50, was released 
Monday from prison for 
violating the terms of his 
supervised release in the 
long-running case. Hatch 
maintains his innocence 
and says he does not owe 
money to the Internal Rev¬ 
enue Service. 

“Here I am, subjected to 
something that can only be 
described as institutional¬ 
ized bullying,” said Hatch, 
who spent nine months in 
prisons in five states. 

Hatch won the inaugural 
season of the show in 2000. 
He was convicted in 2006 
of two counts of attempted 
tax evasion and one count 
of signing a false tax re¬ 
turn. He was released from 
prison in 2009 but ordered 
to return after a federal 
judge ruled he failed to file 


expected: “I was like, ‘Oh! 

I like you.”' (Theron, for her 
part, doesn't recall the joke, 
but, with a glimmer in her 
eye, acknowledged, “That 
sounds about correct.”) 

The meeting was both fortu¬ 
itous, in that it directly led to 
Theron staring in Reitman’s 
new film “Young Adult,” 
and an early hint to the 
tone of their collaboration. 
In “Young Adult” (which 
was written by Diablo Cody 
of “Juno”), Theron plays 
Mavis Gary, a teen fiction 
ghost writer who returns to 
her hometown in rural Min¬ 
nesota to lure her now-mar¬ 
ried former boyfriend. As a 
woman whose nostalgia 
has swelled to demented 
proportions, Theron is bit- 
ingly caustic and hilariously 
candid. 

The performance not only 
reveals Theron’s comedic 
side, but shows more of her 
true nature than her previ¬ 
ous work. Not that Theron is 
anything like Mavis’ more 


amended income tax re¬ 
turns for 2000 and 2001. 
Shortly before returning 
to prison in March, Hatch, 
who lives in Rhode Island, 
said he met a 22-year-old 
biological son who is living 
in New Jersey. Hatch said 
he met the man, whom 
he identified only as Devin, 
through the Sibling Donor 
Registry, which helps con¬ 
nect donors and children. 
They took a DNA test to 
confirm their genetic ties, 
he said. 

Hatch said another biologi¬ 
cal child, whom he identi¬ 
fied as a 22-year-old Maine 
woman named Emily, vis¬ 
ited him in prison. 

“It was additionally chal¬ 
lenging to be wrongfully 
imprisoned knowing that 
these children were com¬ 
ing forward,” Hatch said. 
“I told the court that be¬ 
forehand. I explained this 
is a fascinating time in my 
life when I was at a place 
where I wanted to get to 
know these people who 
are my children who have 
come forward and want to 
get to know me." 

He also views the show as a 
way to help the public un¬ 
derstand the relationships 


deplorable aspects, but 
she shares Mavis' sharp el¬ 
bows and sharper wit. 

“Most people who know 
me who have seen the 
film are not that shocked,” 


between offspring and do¬ 
nors. 

“The offspring want con¬ 
nections with their biologi¬ 
cal donors because of all 
kinds of varying reasons 
from health to emotional 
to whatever they are,” said 
Hatch. 

Hatch said a production 
company was involved in 
plans for a TV series about 
his encounters with his chil¬ 
dren but that no plans have 
been finalized. He declined 
to name the production 
company. 

Hatch also has an adopted 
son, who attends the Uni¬ 
versity of Rhode Island. 
Hatch's discovery is one 
of the most interesting 
encountered by Wendy 
Kramer, executive director 
and co-founder of the Sib¬ 
ling Donor Registry. Kramer 
said she’s known Hatch for 
years and that they have 
discussed working on a 
television project. 

Hatch said he has no re¬ 
grets about participating in 
“Survivor” and would like to 
compete in “The Amazing 
Race," which also airs on 
CBS. 

Hatch remains on super¬ 
vised release for the next 


Theron said in a recent in¬ 
terview during which she 
was self-deprecating, un¬ 
guardedly foul-mouthed 
and thoughtful. “The film is 
way more my personality 



Television reality star Rich¬ 
ard Hatch talks during an in¬ 
terview in a coffee shop in 
Newport, R.I., Tuesday, Dec. 
13, 2011. Hatch was released 
from a state prison Monday af¬ 
ter serving a nine-month sen¬ 
tence for failing to pay back 
taxes. 

Associated Press 

two years and two months. 
Under the terms of his re¬ 
lease, Hatch must pay 25 
percent of his gross income 
to the IRS to pay off his tax¬ 
es for 2000 and 2001, court 
records show. He also can¬ 
not leave the country with¬ 
out court permission. 

Hatch said the travel re¬ 
striction means he is not 
free to visit his spouse, who 
lives in Argentina. □ 


and closer to anything that 
I’ve done.” 

It’s also Theron’s first film in 
nearly three years. In be¬ 
tween, she prepared to star 
in an ambitious “Mad Max” 
sequel, “Fury Road,” which 
was repeatedly delayed 
and still hasn’t been shot. 
She worked on developing 
projects with her produc¬ 
tion company, including a 
drama series for HBO with 
David Fincher. She also split 
with the Irish actor Stuart 
Townsend after nearly a 
decade together. 

“I'll be very honest: I wasn’t 
missing it,” Theron says of 
acting. “It's hard to miss 
something when nothing 
was kind of sparking that 
instrument to get excited 
about.” 

That period, though, ap¬ 
pears to be over. Follow¬ 
ing “Young Adult" — which 
is earning Theron her best 
reviews since “Monster” 
— she'll be seen in Ridley 
Scott's “Prometheus” and 
the fantasy “Snow White & 
the Huntsman,” which also 
stars Kristen Stewart. 

Theron, 36, grew up on a 
farm outside Johannes¬ 
burg, South Africa. While 
she was a teenager, her 
mother shot and killed Ther¬ 
on’s alcoholic and abusive 
father. When she was 16, 
she became a model in 
Milan. She later moved to 
New York to train as a bal¬ 
let dancer, but a knee inju¬ 
ry pushed her out of dance 
and toward acting. □ 


Richard Hatch seeks show on his kids from sperm donations 
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Homecomings and 
regrets 



FRANK BRUNI 
© 2011 New York Times 


Above Rome’s pale yellow and 
dusky orange buildings, the sky 
somehow looks bluer than it 
does almost anywhere else. Did 
I take proper note of that when 
I saw it all the time? When it was 
the canopy over my waking, 
my working and the all-con¬ 
suming, all-distracting tedium of 
daily life? 

I worry I didn’t. And I wonder 
how, during the two years when 
I called Rome home and wan¬ 
dered frequently through the 
Villa Borghese park, I never no¬ 
ticed an especially lush, shady 
patch near the Galleria Bor¬ 
ghese that I stumbled across 
recently, on a return trip. Like 
the sky’s vividness, the discov¬ 
ery unsettled me. So did the 
regular peal of church bells, a 
music that must have been the 
soundtrack of my past but that 
I remembered only vaguely. 
It seems I failed to hear it - to 
listen - back then. This is the 
stretch of the calendar, from 
Thanksgiving through New 
Year’s, when many of us revisit 
the places we’ve left behind. 
These journeys can be difficult, 
and I don’t mean the brawls 
over the overhead bin. Nor do 
I mean what Thomas Wolfe did 
when he contemplated the 
messiness of going home again, 
stirring up resentments and con¬ 
fronting how much we - and it 
- have changed. 

What weighs on me is the op¬ 
posite: how much everything 
has no doubt stayed the same, 
coupled with the recognition 
that I didn’t appreciate or really 
even examine it before. The sor¬ 
row lies there. 

About a year ago I visited Cha¬ 
pel Hill, N.C., where I went to 
college, for the first time since 
I graduated in 1986. I ran an 
old running route, just to see if it 
conformed to my memories. It 
did, in that I knew exactly where 
to turn and how soon the next 
juncture would come along. 
Then again it didn’t, because 
what I encountered along the 
way - the columned rotunda 
to my left, the storybook quad¬ 
rangle to my right - had a 
grace and even a majesty I'd 
never registered before. I felt 
location envy, about a loca¬ 
tion I’d inhabited for no fewer 
than four years. And with each 


stride I grew more disappointed 
in myself, and angrier, for hav¬ 
ing missed or at least ignored so 
much of this when it more or less 
belonged to me and was there 
for the taking. 

College was when I first, and last, 
had Joni Mitchell in my head, so 
I was well acquainted with the 
refrain of “Big Yellow Taxi’’ and 
its deceptively chirpy insistence 
that “you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone.’’But I 
turned a deaf ear to the song’s 
message as surely as I turned a 
blind eye to the arboretum be¬ 
side the campus planetarium, 
though it, too, skirted the route 
of my runs. 

My friend J. says that I shouldn’t 
beat up on myself, and makes 
the excellent point that we’re 
not only older and wiser when 
we circle back to our former 
homes but we’re also, even 
more crucially, unencumbered 
guests able to take their mea¬ 
sure and siphon off their plea¬ 
sures in a way we couldn’t be¬ 
fore. 

But it’s also true that we’re often 
just plain oblivious to the scen¬ 
ery right in front of us. By being 
closest, it’s farthest away. I’m 
not talking about obvious, mon¬ 
umental stuff. More than half 
of my New York friends haven’t 
been to the Metropolitan Mu¬ 
seum of Art in five years or both¬ 
ered with the Empire State Build¬ 
ing in 20. But they know full well 
that they’re denying themselves 
glorious art and a God’s-eye 
view; it’s a conscious decision, 
made with the belief that they 
can always treat themselves lat¬ 
er. That’s a foolishness all its own. 
I’m talking about subtle, inciden¬ 
tal blessings that are strangely 
invisible to us. My friend N. re¬ 
alized that there was a tower¬ 
ing, flowering Schefflera planf 
in front of her childhood home 
in California only after she’d 
moved to New York and begun 
coveting one in a Manhattan 
store, which wanted $500 for if. 
I’ve met a half dozen people 
on my Manhattan block who 
have never set foot inside the 
corner bakery, Levain, which 
makes what might be the best 
chocolate chip cookies in the 
city. And it’s not because these 
neighbors of mine are dieting. A 
few of them don’t even know 
the bakery’s there, though there 
are lines out the door some 
weekends. 

I doubt any of the food got by 
me when I lived in Rome. Food 
seldom does. But too much 
else did. On my recent stay my 
companion halted in his tracks 
one afternoon to point out the 
heart-tugging perfection of the 
square we were in. It was the 
Piazza di Sant’lgnazio, one long 
side of which is traced by elab¬ 
orately curved 18th-century 
buildings that evoke a rococo 
chest of drawers. □ 



The next first (and only) 100 days 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

I’ve been saying this for a while, 
but now it feels even more 
acute: America’s democracy 
has shrunken to “the only 100 
days.’’ Since F.D.R., we’ve mea¬ 
sured presidents by their “first 
100 days.’’ But now it’s really 
“the only 100 days.” Presidents 
lately seem to have just those 
100 days to lay down a trans¬ 
formational agenda and get it 
passed in their first year - before 
they have to tailor their politics 
to the midterm elections - and 
then, if, as often happens, their 
party loses the midterms they 
have to focus on the next presi¬ 
dential election. China has five- 
year plans. We have 100 days 
every four. So all I’m thinking 
about now is how we get the 
most out of fhe first 100 days 
of 2013 - our next quadrennial 
chance to make serious policy 
(barring a crisis that forces our 
hand). 

Our priority is obvious: jobs. “We 
are having three jobs crises at 
once,” argues the Harvard labor 
economist Lawrence Katz, and 
there is no way we will reduce 
inequality without addressing all 
three. 

The first jobs crisis is the one 
driven by the steep drop in ag¬ 
gregate demand for goods 
and services that began with 
the 2008 subprime crisis, notes 
Katz. “Way too many firms are 
not hiring workers because they 
just don’t see the demand.” The 
second jobs crisis grows out of 


the first. It is long-term unemploy¬ 
ment - people who have been 
out of work for so long “they’ve 
lost their connections to the job 
market and need help getting 
back,” said Katz. 

The third jobs crisis flows from the 
merger of globalization and the 
information technology revolu¬ 
tion. The president described it 
in his Kansas speech: “Steel mills 
that needed 1,000 employees 
are now able to do the same 
work with 100 employees, so 
layoffs too often became per¬ 
manent, not just a temporary 
part of the business cycle. ... To¬ 
day, even higher-skilled jobs, like 
accountants and middle man¬ 
agement can be outsourced to 
countries like China or India.” 

So the next president must have 
a plan to address all three jobs 
crises in his only 100 days - and 
an electoral mandate to imple¬ 
ment it. The Republican Party 
intends to run again on a just- 
cut-taxes-and-th at-will-cure- 
all platform, which we know 
doesn’t work. So the country’s 
only hope is for President Barack 
Obama - or, if he won’t, a third 
party - to offer fhe plan we 
need and not just run on “I’m 
not as crazy as that GOP guy.” 
For starters, we need a focused, 
near-term stimulus - I call it “in¬ 
vestment” - that both stokes ag¬ 
gregate demand and expands 
the job markets of the future. 
The days when Ford or General 
Electric would come to your 
town with a 25,000-person fac¬ 
tory are over. That factory, notes 
Katz, is now 500 people operat¬ 
ing machines and robots. Man¬ 
ufacturing can no longer carry 
America’s middle class. 

We need to think of the future 
middle class as being generated 
not by factories “but by hubs,” 
argues Katz. These are net¬ 
worked urban areas like Austin, 
Texas, Silicon Valley, Calif., and 


Raleigh-Durham, N.C., where 
people learn, imagine and cre¬ 
ate value rapidly by combining 
universities, high-tech manufac¬ 
turers, software/service provid¬ 
ers and highly nimble start-ups 
that collaborate and compete 
to invent things that make peo¬ 
ple’s lives more entertained, 
productive, healthy, educated 
and comfortable. 

The knowledge workers in these 
hubs will be the big profit gen¬ 
erators. Their profits can and will 
support lots of other middle-class 
jobs, but those, too, will require 
more skills. They will require work¬ 
ers to bring something extra, 
something creative - “like the 
artisan” of old - to whatever job 
they do, says Katz, and through 
this extra command more pay. 
That’s the carpenter who learns 
some design skills, the nursing 
home employee who can put a 
smile on the faces of fhe elderly, 
the auto mechanic who learns 
customization. Our wealth as a 
country, says Katz, will be driven 
by the goods and services these 
hubs sell into the global market. 
But whether that wealth remains 
confined to an elite group or 
spreads, he adds, “will depend 
to a large degree on the skills 
our work force develops and 
the creativity of individual work¬ 
ers.” 

To spawn more of these hubs, 
big and small, any stimulus 
should focus on building tele¬ 
communications and infrastruc¬ 
ture to support networked cit¬ 
ies and on getting more young 
people access to vocational 
or college training. Obama has 
proposed that. But his stimulus 
will never pass without being 
integrated with a credible plan 
to fix our long-term fiscal imbal¬ 
ances by raising taxes and cut¬ 
ting spending - a plan more 
credible than anything Obama 
has proposed so far.Q 
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Importing mom, not the pasta 


JEFF GORDINIER 
© 2011 New York Times 

New York is full of men and 
women who have gone fo 
extreme lengths to make a 
perfect plate of pasta. But 
it’s possible that no one has 
gone quite so far as Mas¬ 
simo Galeano. 

Step into his restaurant, 
Gradisca, on West 13th 
Street, and on many nights 
you will find a 65-year-old 
woman standing beside 
a table that is dusted with 
flour. There, wearing a 
white bonnet and greet¬ 
ing customers with a vigor¬ 
ous “buona sera,” Caterina 
Schenardi will spend much 
of the evening stuffing im¬ 
peccably minced meat 
into pouches of pasta, 
then folding and pinching 
the pouches into tortellini 
that come out light enough 
to charm a table of carb- 
dodging dieters and small 
enough to serve as tri¬ 
corner hats for an army of 
toy soldiers. 

“Very tiny,” Galeano said 
on a recent Wednesday 
night as he watched her in 
action. “Small. Delicate.” 
The size and shape of the 
tortellini should be compa¬ 
rable, he said, to “that fa¬ 
mous part in the painting 
by Botticelli" - the navel, 
that is, of the goddess in 
“The Birth of Venus.” 

And when Galeano says 
that this elfin, ethereal ver¬ 
sion of tortellini is what “I 
grew up with,” he means 
just that. 

Schenardi, after all, is his 
mother. 

In a scenario that seems to 
have come straight out of 
an Italian sitcom, or maybe 
a marathon therapy ses¬ 
sion with Dr. Freud, Galea¬ 
no flies his family matriarch 
to New York from Bologna, 
Italy, several times a year, 
usually for about six weeks 
at a stretch, for the pur¬ 
pose of whipping up the 
pasta at Gradisca. 

“She lives with me,” said 
Galeano, who has an 
apartment above the res¬ 
taurant. “This is the bad 
part, but it’s a sacrifice you 
have to do.” 

Galeano, 42, has run the 
restaurant for 11 years, but 
halfway along, he reached 
the conclusion that there 



Caterina Schenardi makes pasta at Gradisca, her son's Italian restaurant, in New York. Massimo 
Galeano flies his family matriarch, Schenardi, to New York from Bologna, Italy, several times a 
year, usually for about six weeks at a time, to whip up the pasta at Gradisca. 

(Evan Sung/The New York Times) 


dent derision. “She does 
not do any compromise,” 
her son said. “She’s a little 
bit conservative." 

In Italy, regional traditions 
are tantamount to religion. 
A bowl of tagliatelle may 
be prepared one way in a 
certain village, and anoth¬ 
er way in a village 5 miles 
away, and each village 
may see the other’s meth¬ 
ods as gastronomic heresy. 
Colman Andrews, the edi¬ 
torial director of a website 
called The Daily Meal and 
the author of a new book, 
“The Country Cooking of 
Italy,” said: “If you talk to 
people in Italy, especially 
the older generation, and 
you suggest, ‘Oh, have you 
ever tried making lasagna 
with goat cheese instead 
of ricotta?’ they’ll look at 
you like you’re crazy. They’ll 


Caterina Schenardi rolls tagliatelle at Gradis¬ 
ca, her son's Italian restaurant, in New York. 
Massimo 

(Evan Sung/The New York Times) 


Caterina Schenardi’s tiny “Venus’s navel” tortel¬ 
lini at Gradisca, her son's Italian restaurant, in 
New York. 

(Evan Sung/The New York Times) 


was only one way to con¬ 
jure up the pasta that he 
kept dreaming of serving to 
his customers. In 2005 or so, 
his mother “came for va¬ 
cation and, like, as a joke, 
she made some tortellini for 
me,” he recalled. 

The tortellini led to some¬ 
thing of an epiphany for 
Galeano. 

He decided he didn’t 
merely want to offer the 
authentic pasta dishes of 
the Emilia-Romagna re¬ 
gion; he wanted to serve 
them exactly as he remem¬ 
bered them from his boy¬ 
hood in Bologna. 

So, at his urging, Sche¬ 
nardi kept coming back, 
and now she is a built-in 
component of the restau¬ 
rant’s business model, with 
enough of a following that 
Galeano has her crank out 
copious supplies of tortel¬ 
lini, ravioli, tagliatelle and 
tortelloni so that he can file 
away reinforcements dur¬ 
ing the weeks when she 
travels back to Italy. 

“We have a special freezer 
downstairs only for her,” 
he said. “We call it the Fort 
Knox of ravioli. Even the 
health department, when 
they come to do an inspec¬ 
tion, they have trouble with 
that freezer, because only I 
have the key." 

Schenardi is not, officially 
speaking, the head chef 
at Gradisca. That would 


be Daniele Boldrini, 30, 
who grew up in Bologna 
and seems happy to defer 
to her on matters of pasta, 
even though he has paid 
a decade’s worth of dues 
in kitchens in London, Flor¬ 
ence and Barcelona. “I ask 
her,” Boldrini said. “She has 
more experience than me.” 
Schenardi has meticulous 
standards. She refuses to 
work with any flour other 
than Spadoni “00.” When 
making dough, she has 
been known to reject eggs 


that are not the correct size 
or color. 

If a customer asks for a veg¬ 
etarian version of a dish tra¬ 
ditionally stuffed with pork 
and veal, she declines. The 
recipes have remained the 
same for decades, and she 
scoffs at the idea of altering 
them. 

She speaks very little Eng¬ 
lish, but if anyone asks her 
about a primarily Ameri¬ 
can dish like spaghetti and 
meatballs, no interpreter is 
needed to convey her stri¬ 


say, ‘We’ve spent hun¬ 
dreds of years perfecting 
this recipe, and why would 
you want to mess with it?”' 
Evan Kleiman, a Los An¬ 
geles chef and the author 
of six books about Italian 
food, acknowledges that 
when it comes to recipes, 
the traditionalists have a 
point, although Galeano’s 
approach strikes her as un¬ 
usual. 

“I completely believe in 
slavish devotion to culinary 
tradition," she said. □ 
































